Pulpitch: “Gotta Have a Home” April 2009

When is a human being like a boll weevil? Quoting the
old song — when you “gotta have a home.” This is
what the weevil told the farmer when he took up
residence in his cotton crop — “I just gotta have a
home.” So in the saga of life, Bev and | are at that
point in our lives — where we “gotta have a home.”

When we were completing seminary back in the spring of 1979, one of the things
that Bev lamented is that we would never have a new home. Of course, that did
not bother me all that much. It must have made God smile because He knew
what He had planned. When we arrived in the remote village of Switzerland,
Florida (and it was rustic in 1979), Switzerland Community Church was building a
home for their pastor to live. It was so new that it didn’t have doors; it didn’t have
walls; it hadn’t been painted ... and a lot more. But it was a brand new home and
Bev would be the domestic dictator of this domicile. In the fall of 1979, Buddy
Overby brought his ample skills to complete the interior of the house. In those
days, Buddy could handle 12 feet sheetrock boards
by himself. 1 and Elaine were his assistants. He
turned it into a home on the inside ... and Claude
Weeks (and others but mainly Claude) transformed
it on the outside into a lawn (well at least a yard).
So this wonderful, warm home became “our briar
patch” for the next 30 years. For Julie and Lizzie,
this was the only home they ever knew growing up.
What a gift so graciously given!

Well, on with the song. Bev and | knew that eventually we had to make longer
range plans — we had to have a home. So, a few years ago we began to think
and look ... and pray about a permanent home before we get to our final home.
Shortly after Christmas this past year, Bev said, “there may never be a better
time to buy a home than now. The costs of homes and interest rates are both
descending.” It had to be close to the church and it had to be in District 1 which
Bev represents on our county school board. So, again, with God’s more than
gracious guidance, we will have another new home before the year ends.
Probably in July we will move into this home which is about 7 miles from the



church. We wanted you to know first what we were doing
and why, and secondly we want you to know that it has
nothing to do with being pastor at SCC. It is just “boll
weevil” time.

Another question centers on the use of the parsonage.

There are needs for educational space. It could serve for

that ... or there may be other uses that will come to mind.

This is a decision that the elders will be considering when

the time comes and the needs of the church are assessed. One other thing that |
want you to know — as | wrote this article, often | could not see the computer
screen for tears welling in my eyes. God’s goodness and the goodness of God’s
people ...

Speaking of a home — the JCMC with God’s goodness and guidance will be a
new home for our youth and lots of ministry activities ... and we hope it is soon.
Stay tuned. There may not ever be a better time to build than now.

Russia Trip in September

Approximately Sept. 8-18 there will be a trip to Russia to help some of the church
planters that have been part of our training for the last few years. We would like
a group of 6-10. If you have ever wondered what a mission trip is all about, and
God puts it in your heart, let me know. By the way, the cost of tickets right now is
as cheap as it has ever been - about $660 round trip to Moscow from Jax.



LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD!

Someone special to all of us is having one of those milestone
birthdays....We will celebrate Pastor Wes’ special da y on
Sunday, June 28 from 2:00 to 7:00 at Marywood retre at
center. We'll have an old-fashioned picnic with swi mming,
volleyball, horseshoes, tennis, games, etc. The fel lowship
committee will supply tea and lemonade, and “The Ca ke”!
You need to bring your own lunch, blanket or lawn c hairs and
other drinks or grill if you want them. There will be some
picnic tables available for our older members and f amilies that
need them.

Pastor Wes has been shepherding our church for 30 y ears this

year! Thatsa “long” time, so we will also ¢ ommemorate
this special time that same morning.

Anyone desiring to help plan the festivities, pleas e contact me.
Look for a planning meeting to be scheduled in the next week
or so. Get those wheels turning to plan a wonderful and

blessed day to show Pastor Wes how much we apprecia te him!

(There will be NO fish fry this spring...maybe for Fr iend Day)
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Great news! We've extended our fun, informative gleadline for one more month.
We hope you will take the opportunity to give irg  Remember, this is an open-book
quiz. Use any resource — the photos in the hallwayprevious newsletters or ask a
member of the missions committee! Please prinhthe page, complete the quiz, and
drop it in the box in the Church foybefore April 20 Winners will be published next
month. Please be sure to write your name on tie diuyou have any questions,
contact Debbie Johnson at 260-4939 or Sandy Ada®&7a9789.Good luck!




Match this tid-bit of information and

Missionary/Mission Organization Letter . o
location to the Missionary.
1 Ken & Norma AsplundMarketplace A Evangelizing and distributing Messiani
Christian Professional Resources materials in Israel
2 | Andrew CardyHope in Glory B Home-grown girl in the arts serving in
Turkey
3 Ph".& Margle CobbjnterAct C Teach and start churches in Europe
Ministries
Richard & Fay HadfieldiFraser . . .
4 Coast Baptist Church D Work with area middle and high schools
Ashley Hilton, Operation Home-growr_u couple faC|I|tat|ng_
5 A E workshops (including encouraging
Mobilization .
cultural blessings)
6 Carol Lynne and Roger Gibson, F Work with professionals in St. Augustine
Hosanna House
7 Jo_hn_ & Holly, Greater Europe G Work with college students in Spain
Mission
8 Charles .& Mary Kay,Th_e . H Minister to Muslims in France
Evangelical Alliance Mission
Earl & Charmaine Leachy,outh with Create & distribute Christian videos angd
9 o ; . I o )
a Mission & Family Foundations Int evangelize in remote areas in Alaska
10 Domln[c & Dama_rls .MarroneGreat J Work with homeless men in Jacksonville
Commission Ministries
11 Avi & Chaya Mizrachi,Dugit K Disciple and train various populations in
Messianic Outreach Centre Australia
12 | Black Earth Region L Plant!ng churches and training pastors|in
Russia
13 James & Polly _Png:&:hnstar M Train pastors in Philadelphia
International Missions
14 George & Jessica Rafidgeneral N Home-grown boy in the arts serving in
Council of the Assemblies of God Jacksonville and surrounding areas
15 | Arville RennerSav-A-Child 0 Present lectures on intelligent design
verses the evolution theory
16 | Ed & Betty RuderCircle of Love P Work with teen girls in Jacksonville
17 Ken_& Cathy SmithChurch of the Q Plant churches in France
Savior
Mark & Heidi SarracinoCityNet Works with hurting families and their att
18 L R : . . .
Ministries risk children in Jacksonville
19 | Ken & Jana Vense§tudent Venture S ml(?rli?jt:r to the lost Arabic population in
20 Tom & Normandy Woodward:.S. T Recruiting and training workers for

Lewis Society

overseas missions work in Philadelphig

|




Jesus is ALIVE!
Happy Easter from Living Waters Preschool & Kindatgn

What a whirlwind March was at school. We launctireelmonth with our Reach for the
Stars Reading campaign, and ended the month witKa@oky Character Parade.
Children read hundreds of minutes at home andhetadc“Deep space” is full of

Reading Rockets. Readers were rewarded with caugopurchase Usborne books.
Thank you to all the folks who participated as gueaders, and all those who supported
the book fair.

In between reading we were singing! Marcl'25d 26 were our Spring Celebrations.
With the theme of, “A Picnic Serenade”, the childeat on quilts made by Ms. Sharon
Clark’s grandmother and sang classroom favoritelssamgs specially selected for the
season. The programs were delightful and parentdsemchers alike were well pleased.
| think all of us will be singing “O0 EE OO, God kuved the world” for a long time to
come. That one is hard to forget! Sprinkled ith® mix were leprechauns and mischief,
and our exploration of the Easter story.

We start April with Spring/Class/Graduation photdhen we are off for a week of
vacation before Easter. When we come back teaenerstudents will jump into the last
7 weeks of school studying animals, farms, oceglasts. At this time of year we are
amazed that we have made it this far and are cggistithe end.

Enroliment is full for next year with the exceptiohKindergarten. We are
desirous to have a dedicated kindergarten clagsfaléwith no VPK students in
the mix. Please pray with us that God will sersli&lents to us for kindergarten
(preferably some girls). We know God establisierlkindergarten and we are
confident He will provide the means to carry owd thission. You can help by
praying and talking about the school. As goodtag@n’s County schools are,
some kids and parents are not ready for the hastlebustle of the large campus.
This is where we fit in. We provide a high qualgynall class with certified



teachers, using a nationally recognized curriculifou should be proud of the
school here at SCC. We are.

As you make your summer vacation plans considelimgakiving Waters
Preschool & Kindergarten part of them. Enrollmsninderway for summer
camp. We will be offering 2 week sessions starfinge 16-Aug. 6. Ages TWO
to SEVEN are welcome to join us. An exciting aduhtto the program is that
campers will be attending the Bartram Trail Librapecial events held in our
FAB every Thursday morning.

We are looking to upgrade the computers we hatledrtlassrooms. Most of ours
are “ancient” in computer age and it is increagirdifficult to keep them working
properly. If you have an extra later model compoteyou know of a company
upgrading and looking to give some away, pleasettaMs. Joan. She is our
computer guru.

We are also looking to replace some of the playggloequipment, particularly on
the South Side. The weather has taken a toll er.ittie Tykes play houses and
our tricycles. If you have items you would likegass along, please let us know.







Just Give Me Jesus

In olden days, fire was not instantly availablestiyking a match or turning a knob.
Instead, each village maintained a constant fia¢ bnrned in the central plaza. Those
whose home fires had died carried a burning bramy earefully from the central fire
back to their fireplaces or stoves to rekindleftame. Each village hired a man to keep
the fire burning at all times, and if he let theefgo out, the mistake could cost him his
life.

The Apostle Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 1:6 that winee first become Christians we are
given a consuming, passionate, burning love forraiher, which He places within us.
Do you remember when the thought of Him provoke@motional, passionate, fervent
response in your heart? Do you remember how yoogeld into service, thrilled to think
you could do something for this One you loved, Besior Who had done so much for
you? But as time passed, did your busyness becaagness? And did the fire in your
heart flicker and die down, even as you hurriedeive God in a multitude of exhausting
ways?

At times such as these we must urgently returhed=ather, earnestly asking for the
Wind of His Spirit to revive the embers of His giftour heartsJesus taught us that
our love for Him is more important than all of our service to Him.He reminded us
that the first and greatest commandment was th:€' the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mihd

Is the fire of your passionate love for Jesus arsdWord dying out as you smother
yourself in busyness? In neglectfulness? In pragsriess? In sinfulness? Then please
join us and leflust Give Me Jesustrike the match once again!

In this life-changing gathering of love and praigay will be stirred in worship by
Fernando Ortega, you will be inspired in prayedityBriscoe, and Anne will lead you
into the pages of God's Word through proclamatiwhiaductive study. It is offered free
of charge, so invite a friend to come with you. Ardy! Pray that the sparks fanned into
flame in this gathering will become a raging firat sweeps through your family, your
church, your city, and the nation as together weydais burning ember to the world.

For more informjebontact Tracy Beldik3ZB7-



Joyful Heirs

On March 17th, the Joyful Heirs enjoyed watching
“Fireproof”, which is a great Christian movie. We
highly recommend this movie to anyone, especially
young couples just starting out! We viewed the mov
in the children’s theatre room in the Education
Building, and enjoyed it with popcorn and tea.wé#s
Jack Allen’s birthday, so Rose brought a birthday
cake! Delicious! We really enjoyed the
companionship and laughter. It was a good time!
Thanks to RuthAnn Deckard for loaning us the video.

When is the last time you drove through Historie&r Cove Springs, slower than the
speed limit, turning your head left or right? Wheihe last time you visited the spring?
The museum? The Joyful Heirs are going to expBmeen Cove Springs on April 21.
Afterwards we will have lunch at Corky Bells Seaddqust North of town). We will

leave the church at 9:30am . Please give Sheapd#l (287-6890), or me a call soon so
we can arrange for transportation.
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HIGH SCHOOL

GEARING UP FOR MISSION JAX

Mission Jax:
When listening to our students  Thirdly, our Middle School April 19th. Please be sure to
talk about their memories of last Ministry has about tripled in stop by our table in order to

summer’s Mission Jax, it is
evident that they are excited
about Mission Jax this year.
Joseph and | have some big
plans for Mission Jax this
summer. There are also a
number of factors that are going
to give this year’'s Mission Jax a
unique flavor. For starters,
Mission Jax will be two weeks
instead of one (with a weekend
retreat in the middle). Secondly,
because we will not be doing a
simultaneous Russia trip with
Mission Jax, this leaves room
for more High School
involvement.

size since last year’'s Mission find out more about the needs
Jax. Some other unique factors for Mission Jax and how they
of this year’s Mission Jax can be met.

include dodgeball (middle
school) and basketball (high
school and up) outreaches,
Power-up Clubs, Boxes of Love Be sure to come out to High
homes, and much more. All of  yoyth on April 21st at 7:00PM
these factors are causes for as we join with millions across
great excitement. However, they the globe in remembering the
also combined to form a huge  deaths of those who were mass
need within our Ministry. With  murdered during the Holocaust.
this being said, we will have a  This will be a night of

table set up in the foyer of the  awareness, contemplation, and
Sanctuary on Sunday mornings |earning, as we observe one of

leading up till the start of the most documented events in
Mission Jax, beginning on history.

Holocaust Remembrance Day-
April 21st
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HOW DO YOU POWER UP YOUR BRAIN?

(&

J0UZR

GOALS:
To reach out to children in our community with the Love of Christ
To tell our neighbors the Good News...the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To play fun games and teach Bible truths in creative ways
To empower each child to live a successful Christian life

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it.” - Proverbs 22:6

FOR MORE INFO: CALL 287-0330
Joseph Smith, ext 25, or email joseph@jc-ministries  .com
Justin Young, ext. 30, or email justin@jc-ministri es.com



Men's Ministry

Monthly events
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Giving Survey Results:

The SCC Council would like to thank all church memb  ers who
responded to the Giving Survey. Your input was valu able in providing
direction to the Council on alternative giving meth ods.

In total, 49 responses were received. Of these, 42  were received
through the on-line survey tool and 7 were received as paper copies
through the suggestion box in the foyer.

The 49 responses represent a 16% response rate. App  roximately 60%
of responders were interested in giving on-line thr ough a secured link
to the church website using a checking account, deb it or credit card.
The Council also received input from 33% of respond  ers who said
they like giving through the weekly collection bask et and do not like
the idea of giving on-line.

Given the mixed results of this survey and the 16% response rate, the
Council believes it would not be in our best intere st to move forward
with this opportunity at this time. The Council fur ther recognized that
the up-front cost to establish a Merchant / ACH rel  ationship with a
financial provider would potentially exceed the ben efit based on the
response rate of those who would be interested in g iving on-line.
Simply put, we could not cost justify this opportun ity at this time.

The Council would like the congregation to know, ho wever, that many
banks currently have on-line bill paying services. You can setup a
direct payment to SCC through this feature, either repetitively or on

an as needed basis. The account number reference wo  uld be your
contribution envelope number, and you can even put a special
designation in the memo field if you choose. The en velope number is
the one printed on your year-end contribution state ment. You may
call the church office at 287-0330 to verify the nu  mber, if you are
interested in this option.

Again, thanks to all who participated in the survey . ’Your voices were
heard .
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Last month, the children learned from the prophets of the
Old Testament about the promised Messiah. They also
observed the traditional Passover meal, and learned of the
significance of what Jesus said and did at the Last
Supper. This month, they will learn about His triumphal
entry into Jerusalem, about His sacrifice for us on the
cross, and about His “New Life” from the empty tomb. On
Easter Sunday, the children will be part of our
Resurrection Celebration. Several will be baptized after
the 1lam Worship Service in celebration of their “New
Life” in Him.  Please join with us in this time of great joy!

In Him,
Bette Smith & Cheri Lee

p.s. Congratulations! to Bette and Ben Smith in the “New Life” of Peyton Olivia Smith, born
3/16/09...she is our newest Nursery Baby (there are now 14!). PLEASE let Bette or Cheri know if
you can help hold or rock these precious little ones during Sunday school or 11am worship.

CHILDREN’'S CHURCH April 2009: Jesus Messiah

April 5: The Triumphal Entry
(Matthew 21:1-17)

April 12: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection

(Matthew 26:17—28:10)

April 19: Jesus Met Two Disciples on the Road

(Luke 24:13-35)
April 26: Thomas Believed
(John 20:19-31)

Children’s Church Schedule

*k*% *k*% *kk*k *k*% *kk*k *k*% *k*% *k*%

4/5 Dave & Sally Montague

4/12  Patty Allen and helper

4/19 Christina Davis, Paul Belcik &
4/26  Shawn Lee & Bethany Triplett

Justin Lee

Easter Sunday Baptisms: April 12th after 11:00am wrship service



Sunday:

April 2009 SCC Calendar
Regular Weekly Events, Times & Locations*:

7:30am Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary
8:30am Traditional Worship Service in Sanctuary
9:45am Sunday school classes in various buildisgs [isting in foyer)
11:00am Contemporary WorsBgovice in Sanctuary

5:00 — 7:30pm Youth Discipleship folled by Open Gym in FAB

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday

7:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study in E-1
8:00pm Ladies’ Stretch and Worship in Bardin Hall

6:00am Men’s Bible Study in Bardin Hall
7:00pm High School Youth “Matt’s Party” in Chapel
7:00pm “Read Through the Bible in a Year” ~ Campdibme
(2nd & 4th Tues of each month - call 287-6886iiMbo)

8:00am Ladies’ Prayer in Sanctuary
9:30am Ladies’ Bible Study in E-1
9:30am Cubbies in Education Building
10:00am Ladies’ Bible StudyH-4
6:30pm AWANA and Cubbies in Education Building
6:30pm Middle School Youth “Hurricane Andrew” in &tel
6:30pm Adult Bible Study in Sanctuary - Justin YguBook of Genesis
7:00pm Men’s Fraternity Bible Study: “Raising a Mwd Day Knight”

in Conference Room

7:30pm Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary

9:30am Ladies’ Bible Study in E-1
6:00pm Cub Scouts meeting, with Leader Dan FriscBardin Hall
7:00pm College & Career Worship & Bible study ingpkl

6:30pm Young Families’ Fellowship ~ checkhwdoseph Smith
for locationgoseph@jc-ministries.com

*The calendar of regular weekly events follows 8teJohns County School schedule
NOTE: SJC Schools are on Spring Break the veé&pril 6th; regular SCC
activities will take a break as well. Enjdystweek with your families!



April 2009 Special Events, Times & Locations:

Fri 4/3 7:00pm
Mon 4/6 7:00pm
Tues 4/7 7:00pm
Wed 4/8 7:00pm
Sun 4/12 7:00am
8:30 & 11am
12:15pm
Sat 4/18  7:30 & 8am
Sat 4/18 all day

Sun 4/19 8:30 & 11am

Tues 4/21

Tues 4/21

Tues 4/21

Fri 4/24

Sat 4/25

Tues 4/28

9:30am
6:30pm
7:00pm

7 -9pm

8:30-5pm

7:00pm

Men’s Fellowship ~ 1st Friday Nigtook-out @ FAB

Missions Committee Meeting ~ Coarfiee Room
Elders’ Meeting ~ ConferencerRoo
Praise Team practice for Eastesi&@e~ Sanctuary

Easter Sunrise Service at Alies Park
Easter Traditional & Contempor&eyrvices ~ Sanctuary
Baptisms immediately after the 11am serviSanctuary

Men’s Prayer in Sanct@any Breakfast in Bardin Hall
Bartram Bash@Alpine Groves R8dC-sponsored event)
Mission Jax Sunday~Ministiymvént & Sign-ups in foyer
Joyful Heirs visit to Green C8peings

Elders’ Meeting ~ Conference Room

Holocaust Remembrance Day - bi8HYin Chapel

“Just Give Me Jesus” Womebanference, with Ann
Graham Lotz, at Jacksonville’s Veterans Menidgkiana
(doors open Fri at 5:30pm) __ and

“Just Give Me Jesus” E€mrice (doors open Sat at 7am)

Council Meeting ~ E-1



APRIL 2009 BIRTHDAYS

1. Clint Blalock
Forrest Johnson
Carol Atwood
Hannah Ingalls
Ann Perkins
Beau Rogers

w N

~

Alice Hall
Breanna Lamm
Jordan Miller
Jordan Thomas
7. Rodney Johnson
Cameron Leach
Elliana Smith
8. Gayle Chappell
9. Mackenzie Lary
Brooke Sandiford
10.John Bastian
Rachel Landi

o gk

Rab Paterson, Jr.

11.Patti Crafton
12.Resurrection
Sunday
Andrew Cardy
Linda Lee
13.Regine Frisch
April Stone
Sharon Stone
J. P. Zaiter
14.James McVeigh
15.Tracy Belcik
16.Marcia Purcey

17.Phil Crider
Stacey Ferguson
Buddy Overby

Helen Yousekzaden

18.~

19.~

20.Michael Payez
Caitlyn Viviano

21.Denise Heidenreich

Nathaniel Hooper
Bruce Jernigan
Miranda Kurzinski

22.~

23.Byrinne Ricketts
Jonathan Triplett

24. Arie Hilton
Lauren Stefanski
Rene Williams

25.James Graham, Jr.

Kaitlin Rafay

Becky Reichenberg

Marlene Robinson
Gale Winter
26.Norma Asplund

Molly Pollinger
Nelson Riner
Joan Wellings
27.Elizabeth Cardy
Gary Corbitt
Glenn Guzzo
James Morgan
28.Cheri Lee
Daniel Marrone
29.Ken Adair
Bob Gauger

30.Jim Etzkorn
Marion Justus

ANNIVERSARIES

4/02 Marianne & Mike Cassel

4/04 Holli & Spencer Craven
(it's their wedding day!)

4/08 Sally & Dave Montague

4/12 Darlene & Don Hinson

4/16 Patti & Jim Crafton

4/19 Amy & Jon Williams

4/20 Patty & David Allen

4/28 Kim & Jim Morgan

4/28 Polly & Hart Smith

“He is not here; he has risen!
Remember how he told you...
‘The Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of
sinful men, be crucified, and
on the third day be raised
again.” Then they remembered

his words.” Luke 24:6-8

Please call the church office
287-0330 if we missed your
birthday or anniversary.
Thanks!



