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My friend, Bill, was in the hospital.  He was a little “out of his head” and 
when his Middle-eastern doctor came in, Bill interrogated him on his origin.  
“Are you a Christian?” he inquired.  “I am not,” the physician replied.  Not 
satisfied, Bill pressed, “Well, what are you?  Are you a Turk (translated to 
mean Muslim)?” 
 

And, if you don’t mind (and I am not much out of my head), “What are you?  
Are you a Buddhist (like Tiger Woods � ) … are you a Muslim … are you a 
Hindu (like the Beatles – at least George Harrison was)?  Why not?  Are you 
a Christian?  Why are you what you are?  If you were to TLJT (think like 
Jesus thinks) about Buddhism, what would you think?  About Hinduism, 
how would you think?  About Islam … ? 

  
                                

                    
   

 
 
 

                   
 
  

                                  (What would Jesus really think…?) 



This year, we have done a number of messages on “thinking like Jesus 
thinks.”  One of the areas that we may come up short is thinking like Jesus 
thinks about the religions around us … and knowing how to speak to those 
of other faiths.  Watching Tiger Woods declare that he would return to the 
Buddhist roots of his mother, I wondered if he even knew what those roots 
were … and how many Christians know what those roots are … and should 
we know such things? 
 

So, we ask the question again, “What does Jesus think of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam …?”  I think we should be able to answer this question … 
so before the summer is over, I hope to take a few Sundays and help us to 
TLJT in this weighty way.  I want to do four things for each religion: to 
explore the historical origin, the basic belief system, a give a Biblical 
evaluation (how Jesus thinks about it), and how we can speak into these 
religions.  I hope to do so in a simple, memorable way so we can fulfill 1 
Peter 3:15 to be able to give an answer for the hope we have in Christ. 
 

As I gave this subject some thought on a Saturday morning, the door bell 
rang.  Two conservatively dressed men with white shirts and ties (on a 
Saturday morning) were at my door.  As I opened the door they started to 
introduce themselves, “Hello, we are from …”  I interrupted them quickly 
(not rudely) – “I know who you are.  I know where you are from” – and thus 
was launched a 15 minute discussion that cut to the heart of what they 
believe.  We should know what we believe … and we should know what 
they believe.  This is all part of TLJT.  If you don’t believe it, read John 4 
again.  How did He lead a whole town to salvation?  By knowing what the 
false faith believed and exactly how to speak to them.  So should we.   
 

Application:   With these words in mind, stop and pray for James Martin and 
Ashley Hilton in Turkey.  They are really among the Turks … Oh, and there 
is one other word that you should know and use.  I will tell you on a Sunday 
soon …                                               

 Pastor Wes 
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It rained and thundered all afternoon and into the evening.  When I left the church later 
that evening, I was struck by the noise of the evening.  Frogs were bellowing and crickets 
were doing their thing.  I just smiled.  Earlier that day I woke up very early to the sounds 
of the birds chirping and arguing back and forth.  Aside from the thunder, sound of rain, 
and the wind blowing through the trees, it was indeed just another day in God’s beautiful 
world. 
 

There is another noise in this world that conflicts with the noise of God’s universe. This 
noise can be found in televisions, radios, Ipods, computers, washing machines, clothes 
dryers, microwaves, automobiles, lawnmowers, and the like.  Now these are not evil or 
bad, per se, they just seem to crowd out God’s noise of the universe. 
 

How about the noise in your mind?  Are you consumed with the thoughts of life, things 
that need to get done, worries over situations, jobs, and family members?  Are you 
consumed with the noise of the cares of this world?  There is noise in your mind as well. 
 

There is noise all around us, yet God commands us, be still and know that I am God.  
God commands us to be still and hear the sounds of God.  God commands us to be still to 
hear His voice, His universe, His reminder that He is in control. God created the universe 
and everything in it…and yes…God created us.  He wants us to acknowledge Him and 
praise him, and if we don’t, the very rocks will cry out…and they do…along with the 
birds chirping, thunder clapping, frogs bellowing, and crickets doing their thing…along 
with a host of trillions of other sounds.     
 

This world is a noisy place.  How about joining with the universe in praising God this 
week. 
 
Bob 
 
PS   I join in with the crickets and frogs at night with my snoring.  It is quite a symphony  
       … just ask Rhonda. 
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Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 29… 
 
We are pleased to announce that the founders, staff and residents of Hosanna House will 
be visiting with us on Sunday, August 29.  While here, the residents will sing and several 
will give their testimony of how God has changed their lives.   
 
Hosanna House is an inter-denominational Christian residential home for at-risk teenage 
girls, ages 13-17.  It is located on ten beautiful acres on the Westside of Jacksonville.  It 
provides a Christ-centered “city of refuge” from the pressures and outside influences that 
overwhelm many young girls today.  Hosanna House is a long-term discipling ministry, 
where the residents stay a minimum of fifteen months up to two years.  Its goal is to bring 
reconciliation and healing to these girls and their families through education, Biblical 
teaching, and spiritual guidance administered in a safe and loving home environment. 
 
The ministry was founded back in 1983 
by Carol Lynne and Roger Gibson.  
During her quiet time, Carol Lynne felt 
the burden placed on her heart to 
provide help and healing to teenage girls 
who found themselves in crisis.  From 
the beginning, there was a dream to 
build a home where young girls could 
find God’s love, peace, rest and joy.  
Hosanna House was the fulfillment of 
this dream when it opened back in 2001. 
 

Our church has been a supporter of their 
ministry since the mid-1990s. 
 

Hope to see you Hope to see you Hope to see you Hope to see you     
on August 29on August 29on August 29on August 29thththth!!!!    
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News from our missionaries…many of the missionaries we support send periodic 
newsletters regarding their ministries.  We wanted to share with you a recent newsletter 
from George and Jessica Rafidi.  The Rafidis are in full-time ministry with Arab 
Outreach Ministries and are affiliated with the General Council of the Assemblies of 
God.  Their mission is to evangelize the lost in the Arabic communities of America.  Our 
church has been a supporter of their ministry since 2000. 
 
 
 

“Dear Friends and Family, 
           

We are blessed to see Arabs 
surrendering their lives to the Lord 
through the ministry of Arab 
Outreach Ministries (AOM).   The 
latest salvation was an Iraqi woman 
and her young daughters who were 
touched by the love and help that our 
ministry provided for them since 
they arrived as refuges from Iraq a 
few months ago.  Please remember 
them in your prayers.  The 5 year old 
daughter has a heart defect from birth and they’re waiting for the Lord to 
open a door for her husband to be able to join them.  We are still facing 
many challenges with AOM of Daytona Beach, so for now we decided to 
put the Bible studies on hold and just continue with visitation and one-on-
one ministry.  Last month we had our annual Baptism and picnic at the 
beach in Tampa and next week we will have one in Jacksonville.    
 
This week marks Arab Outreach Ministries’ 14th Anniversary.   As we reflect 
back, we are amazed at the number of people that AOM was able to lead to 
Christ, help and restore.  We give God all the glory and we’re thankful for 
your faithfulness throughout the years.  This month I will be traveling to 



Miami to survey the area with hopes of starting a Bible Study group in the 
next few weeks, God willing.  In August, I will be heading to Springfield, 
Mo. for General Presbytery and The Arabic A/G Fellowship’s 5th annual 
business meeting that will take place at Global University.   
 
Prayer Requests & Praise Reports:   

·  The Lord touched & healed George’s diabetes, PTL.  He has been off 
medication for over 5 months.  Thank you for praying and believing for 
his healing.    

·  For God’s blessings upon the ministries that we are involved in Florida 
and though out America. 

·  For Pastor Safaa & Sister Elham for encouragement and souls to be 
added to the kingdom of God. 

·  For the Iraqi family in Jacksonville. For more opportunities and doors to 
be opened. 

·  For the Miami AOM. And the Arabic A/G fellowship. For strength and 
wisdom everyday.   

 

Thank you for your partnership in making Jesus known among the Arabs in 
America & around the world.” 
�
��������	��
����
����� ( If you would like to e-mail the Rafidi’s, their address 
is araboutreach1@juno.com ).�
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Over the past several weeks, our missions house has received a much-needed facelift and 
will be looking beautiful, both inside and outside, when one of our church-supported 
missionary families, the Marrones, arrive in early July.  Dominic and Damaris Marrone, 
along with their children, Daniel and Deborah, will be staying with us from July 2 until 
August 19.  We hope you will have an opportunity to visit with them during their stay.  I 
know they would love the opportunity to share their ministry with you. 
 

Our missions house is located on the northern portion of our church property.  This house 
was a generous donation by one of our church families who wanted to honor God and 
have it used by those missionaries we support so they would have a place to stay when 
they were visiting our church.  It has now been a wonderful place for rest and relaxation 
for many years now. 
 

Many thanks to Denise 
Heidenreich who coordinated the 
cleaning and repairing efforts.  
Folks cleaned, polished, repaired, 
mulched, hammered, replaced, 
washed, scrubbed and did 
everything else that was needed 
to make this house ready for our 
next visitors.    
 

In addition to Denise, special 
thanks need to be given to her 
family, Denny, Steve and 
Heather, for all their help as well.  
Thanks, too, to Dave Przekwas, 
Jim Rockenbach, Tom Lumley, 

Willis Robinson, Missions Jax, Evan Hilton, Adam Cotton and the 
others who also pitched in to help with many of the repairs.  This 
project would not have been possible without all of your help. 
 
Thanks for a job well done! 
� �
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 Elizabeth CardyElizabeth CardyElizabeth CardyElizabeth Cardy  

     
     
     

     
    

Dates of Trip: July 10- August 
19th 

Want to follow along with my 
adventures?  I’ll be writing in: 

http://lizzieabroad.livejournal.com/ 
 

If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact me at ecardy@gmail.com 
or by phone 904-230-9929.  
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Info:  Bette Smith: 504-6672   Cheri Lee:  940-4428   
Church Office:  287-0330 
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

 

July 2010:  I Can Choose 
 

July 4:    Abram and Lot  (Gen 13:1-12, 14-18) 
 
July 11:  Daniel  (Dan 1:1-20)  
 
July 18:  David and Jonathan  
               (1 Sam 14:49; 18:1-4; 20:1-42) 
 
July 25:  The Kind Man (Luke 10:25-37 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

11am Children’s Church Schedule 
7/4    Alan and Heidy Weaver 
7/11  Paul, Carly, & Justin 
7/18  Patty Allen & Shawn Lee 
7/25  Wes & Shannon Goebel 

 
Infant/Toddler Nursery - Sunday School 
7/4 Stacey Dumdei, Jessie Chynoweth 
7/11 Sheila Renna, Barb Rodriguez 
7/18 Regine Frisch, Linda Rowe 
7/25 Janie Kilbride, Amanda Edwards 

Pre-K Nursery – 11am Church Hour 
7/4 Laura Hood, Christine Gaitanzis 
7/11 Amy Williams, Linda Lee 
7/18 Debi Lumley, Taylor Dumdei 
7/25 Sharon Clark, Scher Guzzo 

Infant/Toddler Nursery -- 11am Church Hour 
7/4 Janice Torbett, Diane & Colleen Sercombe 
7/11 Kara Smith, Lauren/Alyssa McCarty 
7/18 Diana Sarama, Amy Chaney 
7/25 Leesa Gerald, Ashton Dumdei 

8:30am Nursery 
7/4   Charlene Robinson 
4/11 Gena Young 
4/18  Sheila Renna 
4/25  Joseph & Kara Smith 



 

 
1st Prize Winners 

for BEST large vegetable garden 
 in St. Johns County!!! 

 

Claude and Emma Weeks were honored at a banquet May 27th at the St. 
Johns County Agricultural Center.  There, among 80 fellow gardening 
enthusiasts, they enjoyed a delicious meal served by the St. Johns County 
Master Gardeners.   
 

They also received a gift certificate from The Feed Store … a small amount 
(seed money, really…) that’s sure to multiply!  In Claude’s meticulously 
cultivated rows, so regularly watered by intricate irrigation, carefully planted 
seeds open up, roots reach down, branches push up, stems leaf out and 
flower … plants produce vegetables in abundance.  Emma transforms these 
by her loving care and skillful preparation into a variety of delicious and 
nutritious dishes, welcomed to be served at any banquet. 
 

Claude and Emma are master gardeners who quietly and faithfully bless so 
many as they grow, share, and prepare the harvest of their garden.  May God 
continue to bestow upon them His blessings of warm sunshine, soft rain, 
gentle breezes beside the flowing river, and a full growing season with 
abundant harvest from their award-winning garden.  And in the garden of 
their Christ-winning lives, may the love and life of the Son shine so brightly 
within, fill them to overflowing, to feed and water the lives of many.  May 
the love of Christ be multiplied as it returns to them, in unending cycle of 
seed-time and harvest.  The celestial reward will be His eternal banquet.   



July 2010 SCC Calendar 
Regular Weekly Events, Times & Locations*: 

 
Sunday: 7:30am  Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary  

8:30am  Traditional Worship Service in Sanctuary 
9:45am  Sunday school classes in various buildings (see listing in foyer) 

                      11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service in Sanctuary 
           11:00am  Children’s Church (Pre-K-5th grade)~ Ed Bldg (use south door) 
         8:00pm  College & Career Bible Study & Fellowship 
 
Monday: 7:00pm “Read Through the Bible in a Year” ~ Campbells’ home 

 (2nd & 4th Mon of each month - call 287-6886 for info) 
 

Tuesday: 7:00pm  High School Youth “Matt’s Party” in Chapel 
  7:00pm  Elders’ Meetings - alternate Tuesdays in Conference Room 
 

Wednesday: 8:30am  Ladies’ Prayer in Sanctuary 
                      10:00am  Ladies’ Book Discussion In His Steps: WWJD, E-4 (started 6/23) 

6:30pm  Middle School Youth “Hurricane Andrew” in Chapel 
7:00pm  Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary 

 

Thursday:       7:00pm   SCC Prayer in Sanctuary 
 

Friday  6:30pm  Young Families’ Fellowship ~ check with Joseph Smith 
   for locations jjs_sccy@bellsouth.net 

 
 
 

*The calendar of regular weekly events follows the St. Johns County School schedule ~  
many regular ministry activities recess during the summer and resume in September. 

 



July 2010 Special Events, Times & Locations: 
 

Thur 7/1          10:00am          Florida Library Youth Program, “Saltwater Cowgirls” 
in FAB (for elementary age kids - parent must stay) 

Fri 7/2    7:00pm Men’s 1st Friday Night Cookout ~ Bardin Hall 
Mon 7/5             4th of July Holiday Observed ~ Offices Closed 

   9:00am         Youth Beach Day ~ RSVP w/Joseph or Justin 
Tue 7/6   7:00pm Missions Committee Meeting ~ Conference Room 
Thu 7/8            10:00am Florida Library Youth Program, “LB Reptile Experience” 

in FAB (for elementary age kids - parent must stay) 
Sat 7/10   Elizabeth Cardy’s departure for the YWAM “Shine”   

Outreach mission trip to Edinburgh, Scotland  
Tue 7/13   Living Waters Summer Camp 2-week Session #3 begins 
Thur 7/15   7:30am Wet ‘N Wild Youth Trip ~ RSVP w/ Joseph or Justin 
   10:00am Florida Library Youth Program, “US Army Corps of  

Engineers”,FAB (for elementary age kids-parent must stay) 
  12 noon Ladies Fellowship Luncheon at San Jose Country Club;  

RSVP to DarleneHinson@comcast.net 
Fri 7/16   6:00pm   Young Families Fellowship Fish Fry at the Reep’s Home,  
    Bring a side & drink to share; RSVP w/ Amelia or Teresa 
Sun 7/18 12:30pm Missions Dinner for Dominic & Damaris Marrone Family 
    In Bardin Hall ~ everyone is welcome! 
Thurs 7/22 10:30am Florida Library Youth Program, “The Battersby Duo” 

in FAB (for elementary age kids - parent must stay) 
Fri 7/23   2010 Youth Russia Mission Trip - team departure 
Tue 7/27   Living Waters Summer Camp 2-Week Session #4 begins 
Tue 7/27  6:30pm SCC Council Meeting ~ E-1 
   7:00pm SCC Elders Meeting ~ Conference Room 
Thur 7/29   Florida Library Youth Program, “Mad Science” 

in FAB (for elementary age kids - parent must stay) 
Sat/Sun 7/31 & 8/1  Young Families Fellowship Couple’s Retreat -  
    Place and Time T.B.D. (contact Joseph Smith or  

Amelia Johnson for information) 
 



JULY 2010 BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1. Laura Hood 

Bethany Lovell 
Jonathan Lovell 
Wayne Newman 
Jeff Wellings 

2.  ~ 
3. Brandi Francis 

Kara Smith 
4. Ashle Ferguson 
 Jean Ann Montague 

 Wes Slough 
 Jacob Watkins 

5. Dawn Triebel 
6.  Annette Blalock 

Tracy Borges 
7. Evan Gundersen 

Henry Miller 
8. Spencer Craven 

Gladys Hornbrook 
Jay Johnson 

9. Emma Mesner 
Chris Sarama 

10. Tyler Lee 
Jacob Youngs 

11. ~ 
12. Ben Allen 

Karina Gundersen 
13. Jordan Miller 

Rev. Henry Williams 
14. Casey Edwards 

Ed Hampshire 
15. Cathryn Ferrell 

Beau Hilton 
16. ~ 
17. Sadie Johnson 

Judy Newman 
Roselyn Zaiter 

18. Brian Lee 
Jeanie Southwell 

 
 
Eric Tansey 
Lisa Weissman 

19. Trey Mayo 
Vicki Mosteller 
Jana Vensel 

20. Christine Jackson 
21. Ken Asplund 

Melanie Brashear 
Kaelyn Dover 

22. Hellen Cortez 
Bridgette Kelley 

23. Carly Campbell 
Larry Renna 

24. Stephen Kelly 
SCC – 7/24/63 

25. Gloria Hood 
Alexis Lewis 
Aaron Sercombe 
Lynn Wilemon 

26. Madison Braum 
27. Jessica Rafidi 
28. Skip Braasch 
29. Dan Frisch 

David Sharkey 
30. ~ 
31. Donna Guzzo 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please call the church office at 
287-0330 if we missed your 

birthday or anniversary. 
Thank You. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

“I will make of thee a great 
nation.”  Gen. 12:2 

 
       
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

7/3   Joan & Terry Sharkey 

7/4   Linda & John Haughain 

7/5   Evelyn & Roy Lee 

7/10 Jackie & James Blake 

7/10 Sarah & Mike Harper 

7/11 Denise & Denny Heidenreich 

7/12  Diane & Peter Sercombe 

7/14  Priscilla & Stephen Jones 

7/15  Betty Jo & James Carden 

7/17  Gladys & Richard 
Hornbrook 

7/26  Nancy & Ron Justus  

7/26  Sharon & Dennis Stone 

7/27  Elaine & Buddy Overby 

7/28  Tina & Jeffrey Yarnell�
  


