
 
 

Pulpitch:  “Thanks”     August 2009 
 

 
Our granddaughter, Raleigh, is 19 months old.  The other day she wanted 
another “popsicle” so she used the magic word, “please” (more like “peas”).    
And with only slight reminder, she responded “thank you” for the goods 
delivered.  It could not help but bring a smile to our faces.  Everyone loves 
appreciation and genuine gratitude.  Early on, parents teach their children 
these important life lessons.  In foreign languages, these two words are the 
first words learned.  Gratitude is a universal language that is pretty much the 
same everywhere.  It is good to learn and use these words … but …  

however… , there are times in life that words of gratitude come up short.  
That no matter how much you search, there are no words to adequately 
depict the good done, the gift given.  Have you ever been there?  For me, I 
am talking the June 28 day when you had a “living funeral” for me.  So 
many gave so much to make that day beyond memorable.  I felt honored and 
valued in an unforgettable way.  And I feel that I ought to say, “Thanks” but 
I am having trouble how to say it.   

There were the actual physical gifts you all collaborated to give … and these 
went to a visible completion of our home furnishings.  Look at the chair in 
the bedroom, the cabinets in the laundry room, the tables in the family room 
… and …  Your generous kindness is so typical of this church congregation.  
Oh, and the special gift from Polly and Hart Smith that now hangs in my 
home-office.  Well, it was not just the gifts that could be held and touched, 
but it was the “gift” that touched our soul – the cards, the calls, the letters, 
the calls, the hugs, the video, … just the spirit of the day.  I know it is a long 
list of those who pulled the day together and I thank you all.  One must be 
mentioned by name and that is Debi Lumley – the one who coordinated and 
pulled it all together.  I’m still searching for the word … 



Oh, and you have allowed me to be pastor all these years – to be part of your 
family – in the joy of weddings, the tears of death, and the laughter of births 
and baptisms.  I still have not found the word, so I tell you what … some 
day, the Lord Himself will say it – “well-done good and faithful servant … 
and friend.” 

 

Speaking of Honor: 

-we must mention, the all-state baseball honorable 
mention that Beau Hilton received as a sophomore 
pitcher at Bartram Trail.  Congratulations Beau. 

 

 

 

-And that Greg Simmons won the Kingfish 
tournament of Jacksonville – aggregate 
total.  Also, Greg and the team led by 
Randy Ringhaver won the Bermuda Big 
Game Classic tournament the first part of 
July.  Randy caught a 558 lb Blue Marlin.  
Way to go, Greg and Randy. 

 

 

And one more thing:  Bev and I want to express our gratitude by 
inviting you all to our new home on Sept. 26.  It is just a “come and go” 
kind of gathering in the hours 2 to 5 PM.  We want to share in God’s 
blessing on our lives.  Stay tuned for more information. 
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The other day, Rhonda and I were looking at buying 
a new sink and vanity for the hall bath.  Little did we 
know that there were a gazillion choices and colors.  
Porcelain, laminate, fiberglass, glass, recessed sinks, 
bowl sinks, granite counter tops, Formica 
countertops…whew the list was exhausting.  Do not 
get me started on the faucet…that is another story. 

 
As I looked at all of the new products on display, I realized that the reason 
they looked new, is that the store kept them looking new.  Because they 
were new, people wanted to buy them.  Then I wondered, if I keep things 
new in my life, or if I let things get old, dusty, and broken.   It says in 
Proverbs 26:20 “Where there is no wood, the fire goes out.”  If we do not 
tend to the things in our lives, they go out.   In our spiritual life we must 
continually stoke the fire, for if we do not the fire will go out.  I also thought 
that if people buy products because the store keeps them nice and shiny, are 
people seeking Christ because of the shiny-ness in my life, or is all they see 
the dirt, the dust, and the grime of sin in my life.   
 
 

Pastor Bob 
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News from our missionaries… 

 
Many of the missionaries we support send monthly or periodic newsletters regarding their 
ministries.  We wanted to share some recent newsletters with you so you would know what they 
have been doing. 
 

From Mark and Heidi Sarracino’s Summer 2009 Newsletter... 
 

“Meditation – for many years, I have been reading a Proverb a day.  The 
reason for this is because I really sense the need to grow in godly wisdom.  
Solomon being a man blessed by God with unprecedented and unequaled 
wisdom, is a wonderful source of godly wisdom in a society that bombards 
us with relativism and a narcissistic approach to life.  At some point, I got 
away from this practice.  Recently, the Lord prompted me to renew the 
discipline and as I have been reading Proverbs, the Lord has been using 
this wonderful book to recalibrate my thinking, values and actions in such 
a way that the opaqueness of worldly standards has become starkly clear 
in contrast to the wisdom of God.  I like to think of this wisdom as 
Kingdom-focused, God-centered, walking in humility, loving my brothers 
and sisters in Christ, guarding my thoughts and my tongue just to name a 
few.  The older I get, the more I realize how much I need God’s wisdom 
and His clear direction to guide my steps.  I thank God for His Word and 
His divine wisdom.”  Mark  

 
In the fall of 2008, Mark became the Executive 
Director of CityNet Ministries, the organization 
under which the Sarracinos have served for the 
past four years.  Since that time, they have been 
focusing on three key areas of ministry as they 
seek to serve the urban context of Philadelphia in 
a holistic fashion.  By holistic, they mean 
physically, emotionally and spiritually.  The three areas are networking, training 
and resourcing.   
 
Networking:  CityNet is committed to work with pastors and ministry leaders who 
are in need of encouragement and connection to the broader body of Christ in the 
city.  This is done through cultivating strategic alliances of prayer, worship and 
caring for one another.   
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Continued From Mark and Heidi Sarracino’s Summer 2009 Newsletter... 
 

Training :  CityNet’s training center, LAMPhilly, offers cost effective and time 
sensitive training that equips urban leaders to more effectively minister in their 
given context.  LAMPhilly prepares pastors and ministry leaders in the areas of 
calling (God’s direction), character (who one is), competency (what one does) and 
content (what one knows).  In addition to their ongoing training, CityNet is 
available to serve local congregations by offering seminars and other short-term 
training for members and leaders of the church. 
 

Resourcing:  CityNet desires to help local urban congregations make use of 
resources available to help with practical needs.  They want to link urban and 
suburban ministries in ways that will enrich them both.   
 

Clearly there are many needs in the City that the Sarracinos know they cannot even 
begin to address them all.  What they can do is a few things.  And those few things, 
they want to do well.  For this reason, CityNet focuses on the above three areas.  
Thus far, they have had the privilege of being involved with three urban networks 
representing over 30 churches in all.  Through their training program, they have 
worked with nearly 50 students.  In addition, as they begin working in the area of 
resourcing, CityNet serves as a conduit in bringing three churches together to forge 
a mutual relationship of inter-dependency (between two urban and one suburban 
church).  Each context bringing its resources to bear on the other. 
 

Prayer Requests: 
 

·  Pray for CityNet Ministries as they continue to serve the city through training, networking and 
resourcing. 

·  Pray for God-directed partnerships that are Biblically and relationally based and missionally driven. 
·  Pray for God’s hand upon the work.  All efforts are in vain unless the Lord is in it. 
·  Pray for administrative needs.  Mark needs to hire an administrative assistant to help organize and 

maintain the ever-increasing administrative demands of CityNet.  
·  Pray for good health.  Mark has not been feeling well over the last several months.   
·  Pray for Heidi as she continues to minister to her students as well as on Wednesday evenings in 

evangelism with Crossroads Community Church. 
·  Pray for God’s continued provision of Mark and Heidi – physically, emotionally and spiritually. 

 
For more information about CityNet and LAMPhilly, visit www.citynetphilly.org or 
write Mark and Heidi at mark.sarracino@lamphilly.net. 
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News from our missionaries… 
 
Ken Vensel and Justin Young recently returned from a two-week trip to Israel.  During the trip, 
they met with ministry leaders across Israel as they traveled to several cities including Haifa, Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem.  They went before the various evangelism teams and did prayer evangelism 
in order to help pave the way for their coming.  They were also involved in many various youth 
worker training roles at the Back to Jerusalem Conference.  This is a worldwide conference 
which involves individuals from many countries outside of Israel.   
 
The following is Ken’s reflections of their trip. 
 

“How do you reach teenagers in a country where sharing Jesus is against the law?  
Answer: TRAIN Teenagers who already know Jesus to lead their peers to Christ!  This 
is the mission we faced in Israel.  Our trip included traveling to Haifa, Nazareth and 
Jerusalem to meet with many ministries to see how we could partner with them to see 
Israel's youth.  There is very little youth ministry going on in Israel.  The Arab 
Christians seem to be much more active and are seeing some fruit.  Some Messianic 
Jewish congregations are beginning to do outreach but are for the most part untrained.  
There is a lot of work to be done to see true reconciliation between the believers in both 
the Arab and Jewish communities.  One of my highlights was seeing Justin nearly get 
arrested in Jerusalem for passing out literature!!  Ken” 

 
Some distribution statistics from the trip: 
 

·  25,000 DVD’s packages of 
Magdalena, Jesus film and Jesus for 
Children were handed out in 4 days 

·  25,000 Josh McDowell books 
·  Total number of all evangelistic 

materials distributed was 150,000 
pieces 

·  250 people were treated by the 
medical outreach doctors 

·  1,000 people watched the Magdalena 
film in 4 showings 

·  In Haifa city only, 2,500 homes were 
visited 

·  Total number of packages distributed was 25,000.   
      Each one contained 5 or 7 evangelistic pieces. 
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It is so important to have a positive sense of 
self-esteem, self-value and self-worth, 
 to be secure in who we are in Christ,  

to truly like ourselves.   
We learn to like ourselves by  

learning how much God loves us.   
Once we become rooted and grounded in God’s love,  

we can come to terms of peace with ourselves. 
�
�

Starting August 9th 
 

Sunday Mornings 9:45am 
 

Vessels Classroom 
 

Claudia Berry, Facilitator 
�
�

Come and join us to study and  
share about this topic. 

 
Discover the true Source of confidence. 
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This is an invitation to a new exciting, fun, way to begin 
your busy week. Stop in for a cup of coffee on us. Each 
Monday Morning that Preschool meets we will have the 
coffee ready. We’ll start with new fresh ways to help your 
week run smoother, a warning or two  you may not have 
heard, and some wisdom to keep you on the right track. 
 

It’s called WWW.COFFEE. 
 

It will be on Monday each week the preschool meets from 
9:30 am to 10:15ish. Beginning Sept---- 
 

Come and see what we’re all about! 
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We have shared a truly blessed year of fun activities, great meals, caring prayer, 
and friendly fellowship as Sisters-in-Christ.  Our ministry year began last 
September with dinner in my home, where we made plans for the next few 
months.  The next couple of months, we gathered for dinner at my house, after 
which we enjoyed popcorn and a movie.  We went out to a theater to see a 
movie as another event, and another time, went to a Mexican Restaurant and 
stayed so long we nearly closed the place. 
 

In December, Ruthann Deckard opened her lovely home to us for a Christmas 
dinner of food that Jesus would have eaten, and we played a game of “Question 
and Answer”.  We then exchanged gifts of Christmas ornaments, and enjoyed 
delicious Mediterranean desserts.  It was a wonderful time in which we 
celebrated the great gift of Christ’s birth, and enjoyed our fellowship in Him. 

In April, David and Tracy Belcik asked to join us to become better acquainted 
with the ladies in our ministry.   Carol Atwood invited them and the rest of our 
single women’s group to her home, where we enjoyed fried chicken and all the 
fixin’s from KFC.  We talked about ways we could be of help to others, and had a 
nice time. 

The Riners invited us to their home for a cookout in May.  We all sat together 
around a large table and were served a great meal. We enjoyed even more being 
in each other’s company with all the laughter, warm fellowship, and prayer time 
together.  In June, we were invited to the Campbell’s home where we enjoyed 
another wonderful meal, and had a tour of their miniature zoo. And, the “Peanut 
Auction” added lots of excitement as gifts changed hands as the auction 
progressed.  Each person ended up with a very nice gift to take home. 

In June, we helped serve our SCC Youth a meal during Mission Jax, and 
provided my home as a host home site for one of the Bible Clubs.  Sally, 
Jeannie, and Carol helped during the Bible club week, with 11 kids altogether 
attending from my neighborhood.  What a blessing it was! 



Each time we meet, we take time to pray for one another and spend time to be 
nearer to the Lord.  We look forward to another year of meeting together and 
discussing how we can make a difference in the lives of others.  Our fellowship 
welcomes all single women to join us for our next meeting in September.  At that 
time, we will discuss our plans for fellowship events and prayer times, and  
service projects to help others as well as the single women of Switzerland 
Community Church.  Please call me with any questions, or if you would like to 
join us. 

 
Your Sister-In-Christ, 
Jan Youngs  460-2655 
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The children's ministry is gearing up for a fun week of VBS!!  
Please join us on a Prayer Safari August 3rd-7th.  We still 
need workers and lots of kids!! 
 

Our second annual "Back to School" Water Bash will take 
place on Saturday, August 8th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  We 
had a blast last year and are looking forward to even more 
fun this year. 
 

We are always looking for loving volunteers for all of our 
ministries:  VBS, Nursery, children's church and Awana.  Remember that our kids programs teach 
our children God's word in a safe and fun environment.  Parent's can focus on their learning 
because their children are safe and well cared for.  Please join us in our mission to reach our 
children for Christ. 
 

In Him, 
Bette and Cheri 
 
 
 

�
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Infant/Toddler Nursery 
Sunday School Hour 
************************************************* 
8/2       Regine Frisch & Linda Rowe 
8/9 Sonya Graham & Laura Hood 
8/16 Margie Rockenbach & Alisa Hinson 
8/23 Stacey Dumdei & Jessie Chynoweth 
8/30 Sheila Renna & Barb Rodriguez 

Infant/Toddler Nursery -- Church Hour 
*********************************************************** 
8/2       Julie Simmons &  Lizzy Slough,  
8/9 Leesa Gerald, Diana Sarama, Ashton Dumdei 
8/16 Kara Smith, Lauren & Alyssa McCarty 
8/23 Janice Torbett, Diane & Colleen Sercombe 
8/30 Brad & Selma Collier 

Pre-K Nursery – Church Hour 
********************************************* 
8/2 Joy Reichenberg 
8/9 Debi Lumley, Andrea Frisch 
8/16     Sharon Clark & Scher Guzzo 
8/23 Tracy Belcik, Taylor Dumdei 
8/30     Amy Williams & Linda Lee 



 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH   
 

August 2009: The First Missionaries 
 

August 2: Paul’s First Journey 
(Acts 13–15:35) 
August 9: Paul’s Second Journey 
(Acts 16:1-5,11-15; 17:16-34; 18:1-11,24-28) 
August 16: Paul and Silas in Prison 
(Acts 16:16-34) 
August 23: Paul Spoke to the King 
(Acts 25:13–26:32) 
August 30: Paul Went to Rome 
(Acts 27–28) 
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Children’s Church Schedule 
**************************************************** 
August 2- Shawn Lee and Heather Heidenreich 
August 9- Christina Davis/ Paul Belcik/ Justin Lee 
August 16- Patty and helper 
August 23 Alan and Heidy Weaver 
August 30- JP and Suzanne Zaiter 
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Mark your calendars! 
Wednesday September 9th, will be the first Awana club meeting for this year. We 

hope that you have had a wonderful and relaxing summer and are eager to get back to 
Awana activities.  

 

Now is the time to start looking for your uniforms, handbook bags, and 
handbooks. Over the summer, these items have a way of getting misplaced, or lost in the 
shuffle. Keep an eye out for announcements and registration tables that will be set up 
during the Water Day celebration, and following both church services. Please take the 
time to register your children at one of these events; it will help insure that we have 
enough supplies ordered and allow for a smooth first night of club.  
 

 Parents and church members, if you have been thinking about joining the Awana 
leadership team at SCC, now is the time to make your desire known. We still have 
several positions open that we need to get filled. You do not need prior experience, just a 
willing heart and a listening ear. Many classes simply need assistants to come and listen 
to children recite their memory verses and help the children with their handbook work. 
This does not take much time and would really be a big help. Please call the church office 
(904) 287-0330 to let Bette Smith, or Cheri Lee know that you are interested in helping 
out with the AWANA program.  
 

Leaders: 
 

 All leaders and class helpers need to attend an organizational meeting on 
Wednesday Aug. 26th @ 7:00pm, We will be planning meetings, themes and topics, 
plus  learn about changes in club policies and format. Everyone’s help and input is vital 
to insure that your ideas and voice are heard and so that we all start the year off headed in 
the same direction and working towards a common goal.  
 

Important Dates: 
 
Registration: Sat. Aug. 8th (during Water Day Celebration) 
  Sun. Aug. 30th, following church service 
  Sun. Sept.  6th, following church service 
  

Wednesday Aug. 26th-Leaders’ meeting 
Wednesday Sept. 9th –First Night of AWANA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copies of 
Pastor Henry’s 
new book are 
available in the 
church office.  
Please stop by 
or call 287-
0330 if you 
would like to 
obtain a copy.  
It is $16.04, 
including tax, 
and checks 
should be made 
out to Kingdom 
First Services 
Corporation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



August 2009 SCC Calendar 
Regular Weekly Events, Times & Locations: 

 

Sunday: 7:30am   Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary  
8:30am   Traditional Worship Service in Sanctuary 
9:45am   Sunday school classes in various buildings (see listing in foyer) 

                        11:00am   Contemporary Worship Service in Sanctuary 
Tuesday: 7:00pm   Elders’ Meeting (1st & 3rd Tuesdays) ~ Conference Room 

7:00pm   “Read Through the Bible in a Year” ~ Campbells’ home 
  (2nd & 4th Tues of each month - call 287-6886 for info) 

            7:00pm    High School Youth in Chapel 7pm - 8:30pm Aug 18th & 25th 
Wednesday: 8:30am   Ladies’ Prayer in Sanctuary 
              6:30pm   Survivor: for Middle & High School Youth in Chapel  

  Aug 5th & 12th 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
  6:30pm   Middle School Youth in Chapel: Aug 19th & 26th 6:30 - 8 pm 

7:00pm   Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary 
Thursday: 7:00pm   College & Career Worship/Bible study@David & Tracy Belcik’s  
 

August 2009 Special Events, Times & Locations: 
 

Sun 8/3              6:00pm   Ancient City Brass Band  in sanctuary/reception in Bardin Hall 
Mon-Fri 8/3-7   6:15pm   Vacation Bible School  “Kingdom of the Son” ~ til 8:30pm 
Mon 8/4 7:00pm   Missions Committee Meeting ~ Parsonage 
Mon 8/4    9am-2:30pm   Youth Beach Day (Middle & High School) 
Fri 8/7    7:00pm   Men’s Fellowship ~ 1st Friday Night Cook-out @ Chapel 
Sat 8/8         10am-1pm   Back to School Water Bash ~ FAB and parking lots 
Sun 8/9            11:00am   VBS Kids Sing in Worship Service 
Sun 8/16 6:00pm   Summer Missions Reports in Sanctuary;  

  Followed by reception in Bardin Hall 
Mon 8/17 8:00am   Wet N Wild Event ~ Middle & High school  8am til evening 
Tues 8/18          7:00pm   High School Back 2 School Party   
Wed 8/19          6:30pm   Middle School Back 2 School Party 
Sat 8/22 8:30am   “Money & Marriage God’s Way” conference at Christian  
     Family Chapel in Mandarin 
Sun 8/23  2:00pm  “Prayer in Schools” with our pastors for new year in local SJC schools  
Mon 8/24     Back-to-school for St. Johns County Schools 
Tues 8/25   6:30pm  Council Meeting ~ E-1 
Wed 8/26   7:00pm  Awana Leaders Meeting 
Sun 8/30   6:00pm  5th Sunday Sing and Ice Cream Social 
Sun 8/30  5:00pm  Youth  Discipleship Resumes 



August 2009 
Birthdays 

 
1. Daryl Emerson 
 Elizabeth Harrell 

Ryan McKeller 
Robert Rabb 
Emma Lee Ward 

2. Sherry Hampshire 
Joseph Miller 

3. Stephen Adair 
 Matthew Bailey 

Andrew Dill 
4. Sydney Clark 

Brittanny Ferrell 
Michael Hinson 

5. Dottie Cassel 
Judson Collier 
Devin Rohmer 
Amanda Vaughn 

6. Autumn Leach  
7. Paul Belcik 

Corey Duzick 
 Haley Scott 

Laura Wright 
8. Taylor Becker 

Kelli Caniff 
Hannah Fortney 
Karla Santiago 
Bree Tison 
Gavin White 
Lucy Wilk 

9. ~ 
10. Brittney Edwards 

Joshua McManus 
 Kaleb Smith 
11. Ella Leigh McGrady-

Wiley 
 Josh Sitgreaves 
 Jonathan Devane 
12. George Rafidi 

 Courtney Spargur 
13. Rylee Dunn 
 Zack Smith 
14. Becca Cooper 

Adrienne Davis 
Ciprian Micula 
Courtney Premo 

15. John C. (missionary) 
Shawn Cato 
Devon Harrell 
Haykee Schraff 
Bruce Wiggins 

16. Margaret Anderson 
Emily Bunnage 

17. Amanda Haataia 
 Bill Sheppard 
18. Bette Ann McVeigh 
 Gracie Miller 

Ben Smith 
19. ~ 
20. Ally Capriotti 
 Riley Graham 

Vera Minick 
21. Jimmy Griffin 

Jonathan Stone 
22. Bradley Collier 

Kirsten Jacobs 
Rachel Martin 

23. Jordan Arnold 
Dominic Marrone 

24. Rose Allen 
25. Charles Kay 
26. Patty Allen 

Bryan Wright 
27. Carmen Daniel 

Mitch Drake 
Larry Ingalls 

28. Rudy Caramadre 
Jimmy Carden 
Wendy Haynes 
Dave Montague 
Dorthea West 

29. Esther Hagler 
30. ~ 
31. Kay Allen 
 Heather Sjoberg 
 Angie White 

 

 
 

“I will praise you, O Lord, 
with all my heart; I will tell 
of all your wonders.”  Ps 9:1 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

8/4   Lisa & Mark Proefrock 
 
8/8   Regine & Dan Frisch 
 
8/9   Sara & Jason Lee 
 
8/10  Teresa & Steven Reep 
 
8/12  Jana & Ken Vensel 
 
8/20  Rhonda & Bob Gauger 
 
8/21  Janet & Nelson Riner 
 
8/27  Dawn & Brent Triebel 
 
8/30  Helen & Danny Allen 
 
Please contact the office at 
287-0330 if we missed your 
birthday or anniversary. 
 


