Pulpit: August 2010

“What Do You Put on Strawberries?”

A farmer was driving along the road with a loadestilizer. A little boy,
riding his bike, saw the farmer and called, “whavé you got on that
truck?”

“Fertilizer,” the farmer yelled back.

“What are you going to do with it?” asked the é&ttoy.

“Put it on strawberries,” answered the farmer.

“You ought to live here,” the boy advised, “we guigar and cream on our
strawberries.”

Imagine the image that was in the little boy’s minthe farmer putting a
tablespoon of manure on the strawberries preparedessert. Yuck! And
in the farmer’s mind, he could see the little boy i the field with sugar
and cream, covering the strawberry plants. Cleénly strawberries need
both fertilizer and sugar and cream. One of lit@srets is knowing the
difference - when to put fertilizer on the strawies and when to apply
sugar and cream. It could be all the differencgrawing someone toward
Christ and pushing them away. It might determimetier they come to
church with us or leave.

Brothers and Sisters, when we pile on manure wheesheuld be
considerate with sugar and cream, we misrepressnshnd hurt people. In
the same way, we must not sugar-coat behavioGbdtintends for growth.
Such times are “fertilizer” moments. It is the dasn of God to know the
difference.



The Bible says:
Prov 25:11 A word aptly spoken is like apples ofdga settings of silver.

Prov 15:23 A man finds joy in giving an apt replyand how good is a
timely word!

Prov 16:24 Pleasant words are a honeycomb, swéle¢ twoul and healing
to the bones.

Prov 17:27 A man of knowledge uses words with aasty and a man of
understanding is even-tempered.

Prov 18:8 The words of a gossip are like choicesels; they go down to a
man's inmost parts.

Prov 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend ...

Sometimes our words and actions are fertilizer .d. ssmetimes they are
sugar and cream. A wise person knows the differehstrongly suspect
that it is the sugar bowl which you should go fog most ... Do a taste
check!!! Those around us already are.

Pastor Wes

\



THE REASONS | LOVE MY DOG

Precious was a little bundle of black fur when weked her up. Actually, Rhonda and
Catie had arranged to pick up the dog before | &wenv about it. Catie broke the ice
when she ran into the house shouting, “We’re ggiiog.” Shortly thereafter, we all
fell in love with the bundle of joy called Precious

So why do | love my dog:

1) Precious (the dog) enjoys being in my preseMgbenever | am at home, she loves to
sit at my feet no matter what room | am in.

2) Precious is so happy to see me, whether | ara §oninutes, 5 hours, or 5 days. Her
little tale wags her back end off.

3) Precious loves me just the way | am. | candad¢with her. | can have a bad day, a
good day, a so-so day, and she thinks | am the oabw...(just don't let Precious know
that, she hates cats.

4) Precious is also my little protector. Whenethere are intruders, she lets me know.
(Lizards take notice now, Precious is out to get.yo

5) In times of thunderstorms and fireworks, Presibas to be near me because she is so
scared.

6) Precious enjoys all the blessings | give her likles in the car, walks, dog biscuits,
etc. Each of these she enjoys to the fullest éxtever expecting more or less, but
always appreciative.

7) Precious reflects to me the relationship Godvhi#ls me. Let me explain, dog spelled
backwards is God. The relationship | have withdoy is the relationship that God
wants to have with me. God wants me to sit afdes God loves me just the way | am.
God is my protector and during the storms of lifean draw near to God. Like Precious,
God wants me to enjoy the blessings that he givesIndo not need to be anxious about
God's provisions for me. Finally, God is so happygee me, whether | have been away
from him for 5 minutes, 5 hours, or 5 days.

Some say that dog is man’s best friend. They taveong. God is man’s best friend,
and dogs are there to give us a glimpse of thiioglship. This is the reason | love my
dog.

Bob



The death of our family dog has taught me something
about Jesus. | have always had difficulty getting my arms around
the idea of God's unconditional love. Probably because | don't
see that quality in me, nor in very many other people. But in
reflecting on Gucci's death, | recognized his unconditional love
for his family -- his affection, loyalty and protection, his
enthusiasm and his exaggerated appreciation for whatever little
we gave him.

Unconditional love is what a family dog gives, and all Gucci
ever asked for in return was the chance to love us some more.
When he had to be disciplined for soiling the carpet or some
other transgression, he never held his punishment against us or
sulked. He just waited until we were ready to let him love us
some more.

| wonder if God allowed some animals to be domesticated,

but almost certain to die before their owners, because He
wanted us to learn this about unconditional love, the type that
allowed Jesus to suffer torture and death for our salvation. If |
could shed tears
over what Gucci
gz suffered in his

. final hours, | ought
to be able to shed
tears for Jesus'
suffering. At least,
| am going to try.

- - Glenn Guzzo

| Gucci Guzz
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Earlier this summer one of our church’s youth, AGtton, traveled to Maracaibo, Venezuela
with Student Venture for a ministry planting trigtudent Venture sponsored the trip as it has a
new ministry there. The goal of the trip was tatlgere, preach the gospel and build the Student
Venture ministry. The plan was to spend most eftitme on the high school campuses sharing
the gospel in the classrooms, in assemblies, gelautreaches during the evenings, and through
interacting and building relationships with thedstnts. Please read below, in Alec’s own words,
his experiences and see how God used him and athédeshe was there. Debbie Johnson

“The Venezuela trip that | went on this summer @waszing.

It was probably the best growing experience | Hzag in my

Christian walk. Every day we went out and broyggiple to

Christ. For me, evangelism had usually been l@sative

and | held back from sharing my faith too many sm&ut

after going on this trip | realize how importantsitto go and
share the gospel with everyone possible. Andeven

. necessary to approach people with the gospel ebanyce |

get. But the trip also taught me many things al&od and

= - how He works. For example, we had a scheduledodaily
actlvmes that almost always underwent some tyfpeagor change every day. There were plenty

of times when | wasn’t sure that we would have meimgnces to evangelize and | was really

discouraged. But God always worked things out kimmsvanted and the end result (seeing 651

people come to Christ) was almost unbelievable whimk about how our plans failed so many

times.

Some of the highlights of the trip for me were lnegithe testimonies of some of the Venezuelans
at our daily meetings. It was amazing to see Goxking in their lives through us. And it was
also amazing to set up Student Venture, or Averiixteema as they call it. Our prayer going
down there was that we would see kids put theih fiai Christ, and then to see them growing in
their faith. God definitely answered that prayekals were meeting with us to talk about their
faith every afternoon in a rented room. But wedlad some amazing experiences sharing the
gospel with the Venezuelans. What was really anggia that about 80% of the people Who
accepted Christ heard the gospel in a small griabpuwgh there
were a few times when we had set up outreaches.oOthose &
times was when a group of five guys went to plapecer game _
and shared with the team afterwards. We expectgdup of
about 10 to 20 people and almost didn't go. Bustvewed up
to a soccer complex with over 160 people. Cipesthdine
gospel with them and over 120 kids prayed to rex€rist. It
was amazing to see God moving in Venezuela. Halisthe
same no matter where you are!”  Alec Cotton




Here’s another update from Ashley Hilton. Ashleygd Operation Mobilization and left during
the fall of 2008 for a two-year stay as a missignarthe Middle East. She recently sent the
following update along with her prayer requestgt’'d be sure to keep her in our prayers as she
serves so faithfully so far away. Debbie Johnson

“Hi Everyone - | hope you all are having a lovelyramer. Last week |
went to the country’s border to get a tourist \(idaave been on a
residence permit for the last year). It seemsttieyt are changing the
regulations, so you cannot just go in and out ettege months. You

. can have a three month tourist visa, but then yostrstay out of the
. country for three months (or apply for a long tgyemmit). | was going to
stay until the beginning of November, but now g | will be leaving
mid/end of October.

~ Transform 2010 is a large outreach in many counts@dering the
Mediterranean Sea. Last week many people attesuedientation
conference in Rome and a couple days ago theyrdiesghéo their
different countries. Each outreach lasts aboatethveeks (some longer
than others) and there will be three teams in thmtcy where | am (we
just finished orientation with them tonight). Oisea visual art team, a
Maximum Impact team comprised of dancers, musiciact®rs, and fire
poi dancers, and a More than Dreams distributiamteMore than
Dreams is a very well done DVD containing five sterof how five
Muslim background believers came to faith. The aisut team will travel to prepare for an art
exhibition while building relationships with thedals. The MaxImpact team will also travel and
do street performances and talking to people. Mbee than Dreams team will travel and
distribute one thousand DVDs...this trip is the tiuagh risk trip because the instability of the
area.

I will be returning home the beginning of Novembéam still thinking through and praying
about what to do once back, but | still do not knotank you all for your prayers, support, and
encouragement over these past two years. Youaeyawesome!!

Please pray...1) for the new visa policy as itrislear if people will even be able to get long term
tourist residence permits, which could really creangany things, 2) for each transform
team...protection for the More than Dreams teard (ha others). Please pray for our
relationships and many opportunities to share aitin.f Pray for unity within the teams, wisdom
for the leaders (two other girls besides me), aag that many, many lives will truly be changed,
3) for me to remain close to God despite being vaigy. Pray that | will hear Him clearly and
be obedient as | come home and 4) we will be sgnaiinh prayer requests and stories from our
Transform teams over the next couple weeks...plpase! We believe God will do GREAT,
GREAT THINGS!!"”  Ashley



Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 29...

We are pleased to announce that the founders,astdff
residents of Hosanna House will be visiting withoas
Sunday, August 29. While here, the residentssirilg
and several will give their testimony of how Godha §
changed their lives. Our church has been a suppoit
their ministry since the mid-1990s.

Hosanna House is an inter-denominational Christian
residential home for at-risk teenage girls, age4 1.3

It is located on ten beautiful acres on the Weetsitd
Jacksonville. It provides a Christ-centered “a@fy
refuge” from the pressures and outside influenkat t ‘ T
overwhelm many young girls today. Hosanna Housel@ng-term d|SC|pI|ng mlnlstry, where the resitden
stay a minimum of fifteen months up to two yealts.goal is to bring reconciliation and healinghese
girls and their families through education, Biblitgaching, and spiritual guidance administered gafe
and loving home environment.

Hosanna House recently sent to us several prasseelhas prayer requests:

Praises
Papa Roger had his appointment at Mayo Cliniciastth. The results are that he is stable and
will be going back in 6 months. We praise the Lfindthis! Please do continue to pray that he
would have rest and strength.
Our new director, Ms. Stacy, started with us ory dul
A few girls had visits with their families this mibnand they all went well.
Our newest resident joined us Juffeahd she is doing really well in the program!

Prayer Requests
We need more residents! Currently we are at hadkciy with 8 girls in a house ready for 16
girls. Please pray that God would send those chgsksnto our home.
We are getting ready to send out our summer net@sl@ray that it would come together well.
Our finances have been difficult for a while, anel ask that you pray for God'’s providence.
We have a special need to raise $5,000 over asygare.
Pray for the healing of the residents and theiriliam There are many physical, emotional and of
course spiritual needs.
Remember the Rambo family dealing with sickneghéir family.



SCC Women’s Ministry News
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FRESH GROUNDED

FAILTH

WARM YOUR HEART, AWAKEN YOUR SPIRIT ™

FEATURING
Jennifer Rothschild
Gpemker - Best-selling Author and Bible Sudy Tendher

Seplember 24-25, 2010

700930 PM -5 SATURDAY: 9:00 AM—12:30 P
AN AREA-WIDE WOMEN'S EVENT CD-HOSTED BY
nd Aren Churches [see wehsise for lis)

uth, Feming flond,

"Group Orders must be ploce roll {BOD) B59-7992

TICKETS: (a or Visit Www. FreshGruundadFunh com
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Many of you do not know the dedication of
Amy Allen and her faithfulness in helping out

the music ministry of our church. Amy works
many long hours to get the songs typed in for batrship
services and chooses appropriate background pisttoe
enhance the songs. She also does most of thes\tiuheo
are used in the church, from Awana Recognition to
Honoring the Saints Sunday. | am always amazed and
blessed by her love for the music ministry, ancabmays
excited to see the excellence of her work. Amkswoay
beyond my expectations to find just the right stideideo
for use in each choir cantata.

Congratulations to Amy Allen - she does all of #usn
with her new job with a medical coding companyaml
glad that the job worked out for you. You havéytru
blessed us with your talents and commitment torthsic
ministry.

Gary



~ Joshua Caleb Youth Ministries ~
Vacation Ends ...
School Year Begins !!!




Mark your calendarslVednesday September 1styill be clubber registration, supplies sales and
parent orientation. The first night of actual clull take place the following weeWednesday September
8" Both of these events will start at 6:00 pm indda Hall. AWANA is our Wednesday night program
for children in Pre-K through"Bgrade. The children play games, study bible versas awards for
handbook work and receive a short age appropriassage from the bible. Throughout the year we have
special theme nights, guest speakers, and comnimigsions service projects.

There have been some exciting changes in the T&gram (grades 3-6) for the coming year.
These changes include new awards for all T&T clubla@d a new program name and uniform for those
working in what used to be books 3 & 4. These gkarare designed to make the program more relative
and attractive to the tween age group and to Kemm tmotivated and progressing.

We need your help!

Please consider joining the Awana leadership taa®C&. This ministry requires the help of many
volunteers and more are needed. No prior expegienceeded, just a willing heart and listeningear
Helpers can come from all walks of life. We havarglparents, parents, college students and eveagee
helpers. There is a place for everyone to use takints and offer a helping hand. Please caltthgch
office (904) 287-0330 to let Bette Smith, or CHeze (AWANA commanders) know that you are
interested in helping.

If you have uniform pieces that are no longer beisgd by your child and that are in good condition,
please consider donating them to help others. @leasove all awards from the uniform prior to doorat
In general, we are looking for Green T&T shirts] @parks vests and blue Cubbie vests.

Leaders:

We will have an organizational meeting for alldees and class helpers in the coming weeks.
Please watch the weekly church bulletin and yousieimbox for the date and time of this meeting and
make plans to attend. We will be discussing progtaanges, class and award changes and planning
upcoming meeting themes, and topics. Everyoneénd#tnce and input is vital to insure we are altikeda
in the same direction and working towards a comgma.



CHILDREN'S CHURCH

August 2010: Showing Love
Aug 1: Dorcas Helped (Acts 9:36-43)
Aug 8: A Church Helped (Acts 11:27-30

Aug 15:
(Acts 13:1-5, 14:1-3, 21-18)

Aug 22:

Aug 29:

Paul & Barnabas Told about Jesus

Infant/Toddler Nursery - Sunday School
8/1

8/8 Stacey Dumdei, Jessie Chynoweth
8/15 Sheila Renna, Barb Rodriguez
8/22 Regine Frisch, Linda Rowe

8/29 Janie Kilbride, Amanda Edwards

Margie Rockenbach, Joy Reichenbg

=

Aquila & Priscilla Worked with Paul (Acts

People Prayed for Peter (Acts 12:1-17)

g

Infant/Toddler Nursery -- 11am Church Hour

8/1 Julie Simmons, Amelia Johnson

8/8 Janice Torbett, Diane & Colleen Sercom|
8/15 Kara Smith, Lauren/Alyssa McCarty
8/22 Diana Sarama, Amy Chaney

8/29 Leesa Gerald, Ashton Dumdei

be

18:1-4, 18-28)

Pre-K Nursery — 11am Church Hour

8/1
8/8
8/1
8/2
8/2

Tracy Belcik, Andrea Frisch
Laura Hood, Christine Gaitanz(s
5 Amy Williams, Linda Lee
2 Debi Lumley, Taylor Dumdei
9 Sharon Clark, Scher Guzzo

1lam Children’s Church Schedule

8/1 Dave & Sally Montague

8/8 Alan and Heidy Weaver

8/15 Paul Belcik, Carly Campbell, & Justi
8/22 Patty Allen & Shawn Lee

8/29 Wes & Shannon Goebel

>




August 2010 SCC Calendar
Regular Weekly Events, Times & Locations*:

Sunday: 7:30am Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary
8:30am Traditional Worship Service in Sanctuary
9:45am Sunday school classes in various buildisgs listing in foyer)
11:00am Contemporary WorsBgovice in Sanctuary
11:00am Children’s Church (Pre-K-5thdg)~ Ed Bldg (use south door)
8:00pm College & Career Bible Study &IBeiship

Monday: 7:00pm “Read Through the Bible in a YeaCampbells’ home
(2nd & 4th Mon of each month - call 287-6886 fofo)

Tuesday: 7:00pm High School Youth “Matt’s Partyg"Chapel; JCMC as of 8/17
7:00pm Elders’ Meetings - alternate TuesdaySonference Room

Wednesday: 8:30am Ladies’ Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00am Ladies’ Book Disdasdn His Steps: WWJPE-4 (ends 8/4)
6:30pm Middle School “Hurricane Andrew” in Chap@CMC as of 8/18
7:00pm Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary

Thursday: 7:00pm SCC Prayer in Sanctuary

Friday 6:30pm Young Families’ Fellowship ~ vari@aegial events through
summer - contact Joseph Smith for times/locatjsnsccy@bellsouth.net

*The calendar of regular weekly events follows 8teJohns County School schedule ~
many regular ministry activities recess duringshenmer and resume in September.



August 2010 Special Events, Times & Locations:

Mon 8/2 7:00pm
Tues 8/3 9:12am
Fri 8/6 7:00pm
Sun 8/8 9:00am
10:30am
Mon-Fri 8/9-8/13
6:15-8:30pm
Tues 8/10 7:00pm
Thur 8/12 7:30am
Mon 8/16  9am - 4pm
Tues 8/17 7-9pm
Tues 8/17 7:00pm
Wed 8/18 6:30pm
Fri 8/20 6:00pm

Sun 8/22 8:30 & 11am

6:00pm
Mon 8/23
Tues 8/24 7am-7pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
Wed 8/25
Sun 8/29 12:30pm
2:00pm
3:00pm

4:00pm

Missions Committee Meeting ~ Cozriee Room
SCC Russia Mission Team retordacksonville
Men’s 1st Friday Night CookouBardin Hall
JCMC Dedication Sunday ~ Lite kfeest in JCMC Café
JCMC Dedication & Combined Service~ JCAd@itorium
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Week (Pi€4 - 5th grade)
in JCMC auditorium, Educatianl8ing & FAB
SCC Elders’ Meeting ~ Conferdtaem
“Tubing Down the IchetuckneeS Ml HS Youth Trip ~
RSVP w/ Joseph or Justin
Beach Day for MS & HS Youtls\P w/ Joseph or Justin
Worthington Park H/O Assoc. titge~ Bardin Hall
“Back-to-School Party” for Hi§bhool Youth ~ JCMC
“Back-to-School Party” for Midd@ehool Youth ~ JCMC
SCC Fellowship “Dinner & Moviegtit” in JCMC
(movie will be “The Blind Side”)
“Honor the Saints Day” Rerhence ~ both services
Summer Mission Reports in Sanctuary
Start of School Year for St. Johns Cgunt
Primary Elections in FAB,JS8hns County Precinct 106
Living Waters Orientation
SCC Council Meeting ~ E-1
SCC Elders’ Meeting ~ Conference Room
Living Waters 1st Day of School
Missions Dinner for Hosanna Heudgardin Hall
St. Johns County School Prayer Day at all Iscabols
Prayer at St. Johns County Elementahnp&s
Prayer at St. Johns County Middle School
Prayer at St. Johns County High Schools




No

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

Auqust 2010 Birthdays

Daryl Emerson
Elizabeth Harrell
Robert Rabb
Emma Lee Ward

Sherry Hampshire

Joseph Miller
Stephen Adair
Matthew Bailey
Andrew Dill
Sydney Clark
Brittanny Ferrell
Michael Hinson
Dottie Cassel
Judson Collier
Justin Mims
Amanda Vaughn
Autumn Leach
Paul Belcik
Laura Wright
Gavin White

George Rafidi

Courtney Spargur

Adrienne Davis
Ciprian Micula

John C. (missionary)

Bruce Wiggins

Margaret Anderson

Emily Bunnage
Bill Sheppard

Bette Ann McVeigh

Gracie Miller
Ben Smith

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

28.

29.
30.
31.

Riley Graham
Vera Minick
Jimmy Griffin
Jonathan Stone
Bradley Collier
Kirsten Jacobs
Dominic Marrone
Rose Allen
Carol Beyer
Charles Kay
Patty Allen
Bryan Wright
Carmen Daniel
Mitch Drake
Larry Ingalls
Jimmy Carden
Wendy Haynes
Dave Montague
Sheila Wilder
Esther Hagler

Kay Allen
Angie White

birthday or anniversary.

8/4

8/8

8/8

8/9

(ugust

-

“I will praise you, O Lord,
with all my heart; | will tell
of all your wonders.” Ps 9:1

ANNIVERSARIES

Lisa & Mark Proefrock
Arlene & Phil Braum
Regine & Dan Frisch

Sara & Jason Lee

8/10 Teresa & Steven Reep

8/12 Jana & Ken Vensel

8/20 Rhonda & Bob Gauger

8/21 Janet & Nelson Riner

8/22 Merry & David Holton

Please contact the office at 8/27 Dawn & Brent Triebel
287-0330 if we missed your

8/30 Helen & Danny Allen



