
 

Pulpitch: “The Eziti People There and Here” October 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

They said they worshipped the sun.  They said they worshipped Satan, but 

did not know it.  They said that God took them from Armenia to Russia so 

they could find the true God.  They said they now believed in the God of the 

Bible and they believed in Jesus Christ.  Doug and Marcia Purcey. Jay and 

Debbie Johnson, Dave Przekwas and I were listening to a large family of 

Kurdish people (called Ezitis) tell us their story that brought them to 

Tambov, Russia.  We were listening to their spiritual journey.  Kharen, a 

young man about 30, was the family spokesman.  He had eloquence and 

clarity in his words.  We and his extended family of 20 or so listened with 

intense interest. 
 

The hour was late and we had to go, but they insisted that we return the next 

night to continue our new friendship and to have a traditional Armenian 

(Ezitian style) dinner.  We did not know it but they would drive over 600 

miles the next day to purchase the traditional food just to prepare for us.  

The meal was absolutely scrumptious – as fine as any king‟s table.  Our 

friendship deepened.  They wanted us to spend the night.  Four of us 

including a translator stayed in the house with Kharen, his wife, his dad and 

mom, and some other relatives lived there also.  The other four went home 

with Alik and Sonya, a childless couple.  Kharen and his wife, Termina, 

were also childless (an important fact in our story). 
 

I, Doug, Marcia, and interpreter, Sveta, stayed with Kharen.  I shortly knew 

why.  “Wes,” he questioned shortly after midnight, “how does a person 

become a real Christian?”  In the course of the evening, it had become clear 

to me that they had no idea what faith in Christ was all about.  I guess I had 

thought that maybe we would take up the matter at daylight … but this was 

God‟s time.  For the next two hours, I went through the gospel at least four 

times.  Maybe ten family members were spectating, but the conversation was 

with Kharen and me, with Sveta linking our languages.  Sometime shortly 

before 2AM, Kharen bowed his head and asked Jesus to forgive his sins and 

be his savior.  Finally, he got it.  I ask your prayers for him, for his whole 

family.  I see the possibility of this whole family coming to Christ – 

somewhere close to 100 people and then who knows, maybe the whole 

people group of Ezitis.  I ask that you pray that Kharen and Termina, Alik 

and Sonya could conceive.  This would be a God-miracle.  We also prayed 

for Sayid, who has some brain problem giving him continuing headaches.  

Please pray that God might reveal His love through healing.  That they 

would know this is the hand of God. 

 

As we left the next morning, I thought about how refreshing it was to see 

someone openly ask how to become a real Christian.  I wonder if there is 

anybody down Magnolia and Eventide, my streets, who need to become real 

Christians.  I wonder if they know it.  There are Eziti people everywhere – at 

least there and here.  I‟m not sure they will invite me to dinner and I don‟t 

know if they will stay up till 2AM to receive Christ.  But I‟ve got to try.  

………..  There may be Ezitis on your street.  I hope they know it. 

 

Hey, Friend Day is October 5.  Maybe you could invite them to join us 

for lunch. 

 

Pastor Wes 



          

 

I’m not going to get deeply theological here, but there are two sides to joy — the inner 

and the outer. Both are the work of the Spirit of Christ in us. Outward joy is a good thing 

and we do well to follow the apostle Paul’s admonition: “Be filled with the Spirit. Speak 

to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your 

heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:18-20). This isn’t mindless, Mardi-Gras-type 

hilarity. It’s obedience to God’s directive, which is so much more satisfying.  
 

I don’t know how many of you are able to sing freely and enthusiastically, like the Unity 

Singers. But it might be a good idea to listen to yourself and see whether your singing 

really reflects that inner joy you have in the Lord. For, on the inside, joy is a deep 

satisfaction with life as God has laid it out for you. And that satisfaction just has to spill 

out. Isaiah called for the people of God to “put on the garment of praise” (61:3). As Terry 

Tekyl writes, “The attire of appreciation should be our uniform.”  
 

Yes, we have problems — we run into things that begin to convince us we have gotten a 

raw deal in life, and try to steal away our joy. When we put ourselves into the center of 

the universe, joy goes away. When we see the Lord in the center, joy returns. You’re 

familiar with Joni Eareckson Tada who was paralyzed in a diving accident some years 

ago. Having that happen to you would rob anyone of joy. But she once wrote, “I now will 

to be the way I am,” because it’s through what happened to her that she found how God 

could use her to help others, as a speaker and writer. That’s real joy, and it’s even greater 

joy to meet with the Lord and give him praise. In Psalm 16 we said, “You will fill me 

with joy in your presence.” 

 

Pastor Bob 

 

 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP HAPPENINGS  
 

¶ Friend Day ñOct.5   
 

Be part of the ò12ó who answered the call!  Come with 

your friend and bring one of the designated sides for 12 

people. 
 

¶ Prayer Garden Memorial ñOct.12  
 

We wil l have a time of prayer in remembrance of Jimmy 

Wiggins, the Boy Scout who put together our garden for 

his Eagle Scout project. Jimmy passed away this past 

summer.                          

There will be a light luncheon in Bardin Hall after the 

ceremony and prayer time.  
   

¶ Pastor Appreciation Day -- Oct. 19  
 

Baskets will be available during the SS hour for you to 

share your appreciation with our two pastors and our 

two youth ministers. The gifts and a blessing will be 

presented after the 11:00 service.    
                 

 

 

 



       
 

                      

                                    
 

                 
 
           Å  Do you need a place of rest and restoration? 
 
           Å  Unite with new and old friends 
 
           Å  Come once or often, we just want you to join us!  
 
 
 
          Bardin Hall          Monday nights          8:00-9:00pm  
 
 

                           For more information contact  

        Becca Davis at 923 -0038 or Nancy Shaw at 268 -1752  

 

SINGLE WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP 
     

 Is anyone asking, "What's going on in the Single Women's 

Fellowship group?"  Just in case you are wondering, we want to let you 

know that we are still around.  We didn't do anything for the summer, 

but on Thursday night, Sept. 18 at 6:30pm we had a souper/salad get 

together at my house and had a great time laughing, talking, and 

eating.  After the meal, we all sat around the table, held hands, and 

prayed for one another and for our church and our country.   

The truly awesome thing God did was to bring in three of my 

neighbors and they seemed to fit right in with the rest of us.  He has put a 

desire in my heart for the souls of the people in my neighborhood, 

Harmony Village.  I think these three ladies enjoyed our time together 

and will come again to whatever we decide to do.  Six of our own were here 

also.  They are pretty regular and there are four others who come when 

they can.  If there is anyone else that would be interested, we would like to 

invite you to join us.  Please call me (Jan Youngs) at 460-2655. 

     Tentative dates for the coming year are usually the third Thursday of 

each month unless we decide to change it for some reason.   Oct. 9 we will 

go to Russo's Restaurant for dinner and then pumpkin pie at Ruth Ann 

Deckards after where we can have a devotion and a time of prayer. 

     We are looking at going to Alhambra Theater on Nov. 20, but do not 

have the details yet.  The tentative dates will be: Dec. 18, Jan. 16, Feb. 20, 

Mar. 20, Apr. 17, May 15, and June 19 

     So, ladies, please call me and come join us for fun and fellowship. 

  

Love,  Jan Youngs 



P} X}¦x¤p¤x~}ø 
            to come closer 

                       
 

Ladiesõ Fall Retreat 
November 14-15, 2008 

Marywood Retreat Center 
 

Start inviting your friends to an amazing time of 
worship, fellowship, and experiencing 

 the fullness of Godõs love. 

 
 
 

Registration Form 
0     Commuteéé$40  
 includes sessions, cook-out, and Sat lunch 
 

Spend the Night 
includes room, sessions, and all meals 
0    Singleéé..$105 
0    Doubleéé$80 
0    Tripleéé.$72 
 

Roommate(s):______________________ 
(if blank, we will provide roommates) 

 
 
Name___________________________ 
Address__________________________ 
City/Zip_________________________ 
Phone____________ Cell_______________ 
E-mail______________________________ 
Special Needs_________________________ 

    



OCTOBER: Friends & 

Families  

 
FRIEND DAY, October 5th, will be a great day for 
our children to share with friends and family, ages 
pre-K through 5th grade.  Childrenôs Ministry will 
include time for the Bible lesson during Sunday 
school, followed by a carnival with games and 
prizes.  A special ñCanine Friendò will visit during 
the 11am church hour.  Parents, you may choose 
whether you want your children to stay in 
Childrenôs Ministry after the 11am service for their 
own hot dog lunch and play on the playground, or 
have them join you in the FAB for the BBQ 
dinner. 
 
On this ñFriend Dayò, we want all our children to 
know that Jesus is truly our ñBest Friend Foreverò, 

and that they can invite their other friends and family members to get to know 
Jesus as their Friend, too!  We look forward to Friend Day and pray that many 
new friends will come! 

 Your Childrenôs Ministry Directors, 
           Bette Smith & Cheri Lee 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

HeÅÅ} FÆmiÂh De}! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 CHILDRENôS CHURCH 

 
 

 October 2008: The Patriarchs 
 
Oct 5:  God Called Abram  (Genesis 12:1-9) 
 
Oct 12: Isaac the Peacemaker (Genesis 26:1-6,12-33) 
 
Oct 19: Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25:27-33; 
 27:1-45; 32:1-21; 33:1-11) 

 
Oct 26: Josephôs Story (Genesis 37; 39ï47) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TleÂo ]ÄÉ,  Clm¸hÆiÂ'Ê 

MmÂmÊËÆ} ZÄ¸ÉÂËiiÆÊ! 

 

 

Infant/Toddler Nursery 
Sunday School Hour 
************************** 
10/5   Stacey Dumdei 
10/12 Sheila Renna 
12/19 Sonya Graham 
10/26 Carol Beyers 

Infant/Toddler Nursery -- Church Hour 
*********************************************************** 

10/15 Leesa Gerald, Diana Sarama, Ashton Dumdei 

10/12 Janice Torbett, Diane Sercombe, Colleen Sercombe 

10/19 Sharon Clark, Kara Smith 

10/26 Debi Lumley, Julie Simmons 

Pre-K Nursery ï Sunday School Hour 
********************************************* 
10/5    Amy Williams, Linda Lee 
10/12  Joy Reichenberg, Taylor Dumdei 
10/19  Tracy Belcik, Jackie Beyer 
10/26  Regine Frisch, Andrea Frisch 

Childrenôs Church 
**************************************************** 
10/5   Alan & Heidy Weaver 
10/12 Shawn Lee, Andrea Belcik 
10/19 Christina Davis, Paul Belcik, Justin Lee 
10/26  Patty Allen, Bethany Triplett  



 

 
Fall News from Living Waters Preschool  & Kindergarten

We are off to a great start at LWP & K.  Classes are in full swing. 

Kids are happy, teacher s are happy and everyone is getting to 

know each other in new ways. We have 140 students at the school 

and 24 staff members with four teachers brand new to LWP&K.  

We have welcomed Ms. Sheila Wilder and Ms. Lindsay Daniel, 

teachers of the Tuesday/Thursday 3 year old class, and Ms. 

Connie Bennett and Ms. Jenny Wolcott, teachers of the 

Tuesday/Thursday 2 year old class.  

 

What is ahead in October? Pumpkin Patch field trips, school 

pictures, Friend Day, & Open House are just a few of the things 

on my calendar! Teachers will be attending conferences and we 

will begin preparing for Novemberõs Thanksgiving Feast.  We 

finish off the month with our Fall Fest October 29 th .   

 

Every year we face challenges in carrying out this ministry. There 

are challenging children.    In the fall we are always screening  

 

 

children to catch the ones who need extra help and direct their 

parents to outside resources if necessary. We counsel parents as 

they deal with parenting issues; from separation anxiety to 

autism. We celebrate the births of future LWP&K students and 

we come along side those who are hurting. We have families 

facing economic crises and health crises this fall. It seems to us 

in the office, this year we will be stretched in unforeseen ways.  

Pray for us and the familie s attending the school.  That is the 

best thing you can do for us.  Aside from prayer, support us in our 

endeavors to minister to the families entering our doors every 

day. Volunteer your time and talents.  

 

Final note!  

 

Christian message Christmas cards wi ll be available to our LWP&K 

families, mid -October.  If you would like to take a look, come by 

the office.  
 



 
 

The first meeting of the year was a great success, with an enjoyable meal 

and a good turnout.  Our group has some wonderful cooks!  And, there were 

many fun places suggested for outings in the coming year.  For our October 

event, we will visit an a„maze‟ing corn field in Hilliard, FL, enjoy an old-

fashioned harvest-time hayride, and eat lunch in the “Party Barn”. The cost 

will be $11 each for the corn maze and hayride, plus the cost of lunch from 

the menu (less than $10 each).    We will meet at the church at 8am on 

Saturday, October 25th and go together in the church bus. Please plan to join 

us, and let us know so we can make arrangements for transportation.   

 

In November, the Joyful Heirs will again celebrate with the children and 

staff of Living Waters Preschool and Kindergarten.  The children will dress 

as Pilgrims and Indians for their annual Thanksgiving program in the 

Sanctuary.  Afterwards, a traditional feast will be served in the Family 

Activities Building on both Thursday, November 20th and Friday, 

November 21st.  The school will set up a special table for us on both days, 

so please plan to come join in the festivities either day. 

 

Our Christmas party will be on Tuesday, December 9th at 11am.  We will 

meet at the Golden Corral on San Jose Blvd.  Please join with us for this 

special occasion.  We will be reminding you to come…we want to see you 

here with us as we celebrate Emmanuel…God with us!  For those Joyful 

Heirs who are sick or unable to be with us, we will take Christmas 

poinsettias and visit with them on December 13th and 16th.  Please join us 

for this as well.   

May God bless you, everyone, as we enter into a new and exciting season of 

“Joyful” activities. 
 

Please contact Sally at 522-1456 or Emma Lee at 333-4792 if you can join 

us for any of these events. 

MENõS MINISTRY  
 

BBQ COOK-OUT & FELLOWSHIP  
 

Men, it's time to eat!   It's that  time of year to smell the BBQ, 

enjoy Godõs nature, and have great fellowship.  
 

When: Nov 8, 2008 at 2pm 

Where:  Mike Cassel's retreat in Keystone  
 

There will be a variety of meats to choose from, ATV  riding, and 

targets for bow and small caliber rifles.    Bring your lawn chair 

and appetite to kick back and e njoy the afternoon and evening.  A 

special guest speaker will join us for this event.  
 

MENõS BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR WES 
 

 Pastor Wes is teaching a 12 week study, òExperiencing Godó on 
Tuesday mornings at 6am in Bardin Hall.  A workbook is included 

for thi s in-depth study.   
 

MENõS FRATERNITY 
 

The Men's Fraternity sessions pick back up after the first of the 

year.   You can look forward to new study opportunities, such as 

"Raising a Modern Day Knight", and more.  These studies are a 

powerful arsenal in  your defense to the activities of this world.   
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for Helping Braeden See 

 
  

 We would like to thank you for supporting Braeden by participating in the 

spaghetti dinner, silent auction, and dessert auction. Many SCC members donated items 

for the silent auction, dessert auction, as well as their time to help with the fundraiser and 

we are most grateful. Donations from this event raised almost $8,000 and we are so 

appreciative of your care and generosity. 
 

 On October 18th there will be a church-wide yard sale to raise funds for Braeden.  

If you would like to make a donation for the yard sale, please bring your donation to the 

church before 8 am on October 18
th

 or call Myrna Allen at 284-2603 for pick up.  We 

will not be selling clothes at this yard sale, but all other donations would be greatly 

appreciated.  Any items remaining at the end of the sale will be donated to the Betty 

Griffin Thrift Store in Fruit Cove.  
 

 We are so blessed to be part of a church that has embraced Braeden and our 

efforts to help him regain his sight.  Our God is an awesome God and we thank Him for 

the funds he has provided. 

      With sincere appreciation, 

      Christine & Roger Spires,  

Myrna Allen, Braeden and Trevin 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AWANA is off to a good start with lots of exciting 

changes in store. From changes in classroom 

dynamics, to new full time game leaders and the 

launching of flight 3:16 (The new Sparks curriculum) 

things are really hopping. There have been changes in 

leadership positions as some long time leaders have 

moved into different roles, and some have retired, and 

new leaders have come on board to help fill in the 

gaps. All of the changes have been well received with 

the clubbers and leaders eagerly embracing them. This 

year proves to be another positive one for the ministry 

as we strive to “reach boys and girls with the gospel of 

Christ and train them to serve Him.”  
 

            Upcoming Events     
 

10/ 1   Twin Night-Reflecting the Mirror Image of God 

10/ 8   Fishers of Men (Dress like fishermen) 

10/15  Sin enters the World-Focusing on Adam and Eve 

10/22  Trauma Night-No emergencies in Heaven  

 (Dress bandaged and bruised) 

10/29  Lollipop Night- The truths of Salvation  

 presented in a unique way 
 

Be preparing ahead of time for our annual canned food drive which will take 

place the first three weeks in November. Watch for flyers to be sent home 

with clubbers with a list of specifics on items needed for the food drive. 

                            



 OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

1. Carol Pullens 

2. Jake Allen 

Tammy Chevalier 

Earl Leach 

3. Jonathan Alderman 

Daniel Frisch 

Fred Bible 

Kevin Spargur 

James DeWitt 

4. ~ 

5. Dennis Stone 

6. ~ 

7. Faith Hinson  

Katherine Weaver 

Joan Sharkey 

Cort Triebel 

8. Jan Youngs 

9. Catherine Justus 

Matthew Payez, Jr. 

Charlene Robinson 

10. Trey Polke 

Mick Robinson 

Hart Smith 

11. Tom Howle 

Danika Hofstra 
Eva Pollinger-

Middleton 

12. ~ 

13. Calvin Craven 

Brennan Hicks 

Patsy Tansey 

14. Debbie Johnson 

Susan Green 

Sarah Miller 

15. Scher Guzzo 

16. Michael Sharkey 

Ryan Campbell 
17. Anne Pollinger-Van 

Horn 

Bert Watson 

Colleen Sercombe 

Sherry Brandel 

18. Debbie Ferrell 

Darby Tansey 

Tal Gerald 

Christian Bailey 

19. Brent Triebel 

20. ~ 

21. Ashton Dumdei 

22. ~ 

23. Lisa Miller 

24. Caleb Huxford 

25. Brendan Leach 

26. Darlene Hinson 

Lisa Kelley 

Nathan Williams 

Catie Gauger 

27. Ann Griffin 

Molly Pollinger 

Josh Belcik 

28. Mike Brown 

Jeanette Murphy 

29. Evelyn Lee 

30. Matthew Hinson 

Barbara Rodriguez 

31. Deanne Adams 

Jake Berry 

Mark Miller 

Britt Waldron 

 

 
 

“The harvest is plentiful but the 

workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field.”                     

Matt 9:37-38 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

10/08  Donna & Glenn 

Guzzo 
 

10/11  Amy & Matt 

Hinson 
 

10/11 Laura & Billy 

Hood 
 

10/16 Julie & Greg 

Simmons 
 

10/19 Sylvia & Robert 

Rabb 
 

10/19 Linda & Jesse 

Rowe 
 

10/27 Katherine & Fred 

Bible 
 

10/28  Sharon & Brian 

Clark 

 

 

 

                          

                                              

                          

                        

                                              

                                      

            

 
 

 

Please call the church 

office at 287-0330 if we 

missed your birthday or 

anniversary. 
 

Thank you! 


