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Does what you did 11 years ago matter today?  Does what you do today 
matter 11 years from now? Always God wants his children to walk by faith, 
not sight … but sometimes He lets you see – even when you are not looking.  
That’s what happened on this last trip to Russia (Sept. 8-22).  God let me 
look back 11 years through the rear view mirror of ministry.  Standing with 
my dear brother, Yuri Tairkin as he played the part of “po’var” (cook) over 
an Esau-pot of stew that he called “yeshka” (which means something to eat), 
he reminded me of our first two weeks together in February 1999.  “Do you 
know what God did in those two weeks?” he asked.   “Well, I taught Bible 
Study and sermon-prep to 46 men, but you have to tell me what God did,” I 
replied.  “Those two weeks changed the way we preach.  We could now 
understand each other’s sermons.  That’s what God did.”  I want you to 
understand that Yuri serves in a small town called Bobrov.  He served in 
prison (as an inmate) before that.  He is a trophy of God’s grace.  Sometimes 
you may think that what you did 11 years before doesn’t matter.  It does.  
And on occasion God lets you see. 

In the Tambov region, Scott, Carol, and I stopped in the little town of 
Staroyuryevo (try and say that).  It has a population of about 15,000 and is 
the county seat of a county (rayon) that has the same name.  That’s the way 
Russians name things.  Anyway, after Sergey Popov spoke for a few minutes 
to a group of about 10 believers, he turned to me and said, “Wes, now it is 
your turn.”  I went back to 2001 and traced what it was that God has called 
his church to do in the Black Earth region.  I told them how important they 
are – that they are a regional center out which God will bring the witness of 
Christ to the whole region.  I could see that Sergey was writing.  When I 
finished he explained that because of this vision, he and his men were 
working in 10 regional centers where there had been no church, but now 
there were small groups of believers.  For a moment, I could see clearly 
what we had done.  What you have done and are doing matters to the future. 



 

 

 

In Voronezh, on Sunday after my magnificent 7 partners had departed, I saw 
some Houses of Prayer (churches) that were under construction.  One 
brother had built his church over his house – a unique building concept, but 
a church that would seat over 100 crowned his home.  I saw two other 
buildings moving toward occupation.  When I totaled the existing 
Pentecostal buildings in Voronezh, I came up with number five.  The thing 
interesting in that number is that Boris, the Pentecostal bishop, had said in 
1999 that he dreamed of the day when he would have five Houses of Prayer 
like a ring of fire and light in the city.  At that time, there were none.  We 
have prayed and worked and given to establish His church in that city.  And 
God let us see.  Add to this another 45 or more groups of believers that are 
thriving with over 30 Houses of Prayer in the region.  Yes, yesterday’s 
vision determines today’s reality. 

And today’s vision determines tomorrow’s reality.  That’s the reason that 
God lets you see -  because he wants you to move clearly and confidently 
toward the future.  And the potential for tomorrow is so much greater than 
today.  Sonya, what you are sowing into the lives of the AWANA children is 
not in vain.  You will see!  Joseph, Justin – stay at the long road of 
discipleship – you will see.  Look at your own lives – what Ken sowed in 
you.  And what we sow in our children matters – don’t lose heart, don’t quit.  
You will see. You will see.  What you are doing matters … some day you 
will see.   
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October 11th is friend day at Switzerland Community Church.  This year our guests will 
be several state and local political representatives.  Becky Reichenberg will host the 
round table discussion during the Sunday school hour in the sanctuary.   We will also 
hear some brief testimonies during the worship services.   This year we will have a fish 
fry in the FAB following the morning services. 
 

Take this opportunity to invite your un-churched friends, and those looking for a new 
church home.  They will thank you for doing so.  Ask God who needs to be invited, and 
step out in faith, asking that the Lord will use you this day.  
 

ADOPT A SCHOOL 
 

This fall many churches in our area began 
an Adopt-A-School ministry to partner 
with local schools.  Our youth have 
partnered with Bartram Trail and 
Creekside, while the church as a whole has 
adopted Hickory Creek Elementary 
School.  We began the year by having the 
Churches pray for their respective schools.  
Our church prayed for Bartram Trail High 
School, Creekside HighSchool, Liberty 
Pines K-8, Switzerland Point Middle 
School and Hickory Creek Elementary 
School.   

 
At Hickory Creek, the youth spent a day sprucing up the grounds by pulling weeds and 
spreading mulch, while several adults prepared over 600 packets for the parents of each 
child.  About 8 senior adults from the Joyful Heirs have agreed to help on a regular basis.   
 

Our goal is fourfold in this ministry: 1) to care for the school staff, 2) to provide help in 
educating the children, 3) to share Christ with the school staff, 4) to share Christ with the 
families in each school.   As you can see, we have just begun this quest to see how this 
can happen.  My thanks to all who are collaborating in this relationship. 
 

Bob Gauger 

 

 

St. Johns County, Flor ida
ADOPT-A-SCHOOL INITIATIVE

M ay, 2009

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCC MEN’S MINISTRY 
 

MEN AT THE CROSS 
NOVEMBER 6 & 7 

 
Jacksonville - Fri. 6:30 PM – 10:30 PM, Sat. 8:15 A M -12:30 PM 

Doors open: 5:00 PM Friday and 7:00 AM Saturday  

at 
First Baptist Church 

 

Contact:  Brian Lee at 669-4471, bclee@sjso.org  
Dan Frisch 349-4232, daniel.frisch@bcbsfl.com  
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The St. Johns Council on Aging offers lunch, activities, and services on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at Trout Creek Senior Center, 6795 Collier Rd..  The suggested 
donation is $5, and bus pick-up and drop-off is available.  Also, volunteers are needed.  
For more information, contact Bernie Patruno at 522-1611. 



HIGH SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Look Back 
-The above picture was 

taken while I was giving a 
motivational speech to both 
the Varsity and JV football 
teams at Bartram Trail High 
School. This was done in 
conjunction with Student 
Venture and in an effort to 
make myself readily 
available to High School 
athletes at Bartram Trail 
High School. 

 
-See you at the pole was 

a success at both Bartram 
and Creekside. Because I 
could not attend both events 
at the same time, I attended 
the event at Bartram where 
49 students gathered around 
the flag pole to pray for their 
school. 

A Look Forward  
     -During the month of 
October we will be 
transitioning out of our 
current series, “Rational  

 
Christianity.” The final 
night of Rational 
Christianity will culminate 
in an outreach night which 
consist of a question and 
answer session. Students are 
encouraged to invite their 
friends, especially those 
friends who have honest 
questions regarding the 
Bible, Christianity, the 
existence of God, or 
anything of the sort.       - 
Justin Young 
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Let’s Make it a 
Really Festive 
Thanksgiving 
for Circle of 

Love! 
 

 
On Sunday, November 15, 2009, Ed and Betty Ruder, along with all the current residents at their 
Circle of Love ministry, will be visiting with us.  Our church has supported their ministry for 
many, many years.  Circle of Love has served the homeless in the North Jacksonville area 
through feeding, sheltering, clothing and ministering the Word of God for almost 30 years!  We 
will host a luncheon in their honor following the second service.  We hope you will be able to 
join us.  We know you will find time spent with them such a blessing! 
 

Matthew 25: 35-40 (Today’s New International Version)    35 “For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  37 Then the righteous will 
answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  
40 The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
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Reflections from one who participated in summer missions… 
 
Several of our church’s youth participated in summer missions-related events.  They traveled near 
and far to bring the good news of Jesus.  The following is from Rebecca Davis, who went to 
Uganda for several weeks this summer. 
 
 
 

“For 23 years the LRA (Lord's Resistance Army) led by Joseph Kony 
terrorized Northern Uganda.  Although the LRA was never larger than 
3,000 soldiers, it kidnapped more than 25,000 children and displaced 
approximately 2,000,000,000 people, making them leave their homes 
out of fear to live in overcrowded, disease ridden IDP camps. The LRA 
used the children to sustain their numbers and forced them to kill or be 
killed.  
 
While the LRA was forced out of Northern Uganda in 2008, they are 
still active in the Sudan and Congo.  Life in Northern Uganda is far 
from normal.  Families have been displaced for so long they have no 
homes to return to.  Disease has spread rapidly in the camps close 
conditions.  And food is hard to come by.  Generations have grown up 
knowing nothing but fear and war.  The LRA has left behind broken 

children who have to deal with the memories of watching family and friends massacred, and others with the 
guilt of killing.  
 
In June 2009 a missions team from all over the US set 
out to show the people of Northern Uganda that God's 
love is so much more powerful than the LRA. For three 
weeks I gave my time, talent, and spirit to let them know 
that God can overcome their fear and replace it with 
hope.  God is truly the only way that a nation so broken 
could ever piece itself back together.  My three weeks 
may seem small, but God can use that in such a mighty 
way.  And He wants to use you too!  The best way to 
help is to pray!!!  PRAY FOR THE LRA!  90% of the 
LRA is made up from abducted children.  
 
If we don't pray on their behalf and get up and do 
something......who will?   
 
Will you commit to pray for the LRA?” 



 

 
 
September, 2009 
 
Nicky had to be carried into school a few weeks ago.  Crying inconsolably he refused to 
walk on his own and would have thrown himself to the concrete if we had not intervened 
and scooped him up.  We brought him into my office so he could gather his composure 
before going onto class.  He stood by my filing cabinet, eyes open only enough for tears 
to escape, his arms crossed over his face.  He did not want to see, period.  But his ears 
were open.  Within 5-10 minutes I was able to coax him enough (by discovering his 
passion is dinosaurs) to look at some dinosaur books, discuss our favorites, and choose 
some books to share with his class.  He was on his way, tears dried, with a smile on his 
face, eager to share with new classmates.  He comes into school each day now with no 
problem.  Once his spirit was willing he embraced the new experience of school.   

This very typical episode with Nicky reminded me of what God says to me frequently.  
He says,”See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not see it?” (Isaiah 
43:19).  How often do I refuse to see what God is doing! It’s hard, it’s scary!  But if I 
trust Him enough to uncover my eyes & dry my tears he will show me something better 
than I ever expected.  I encourage you to be like Nicky and lower your arms and dry your 
tears and see what God is doing in this season of your life.   It will ultimately be good 
only because GOD is good. 

We are off to a great start.  Teachers and children are adjusting well and enjoying each 
other.  September is always a busy month with fire truck visits, id photos, getting ready 
for Open House, Meet and Mingles, etc.  We are so glad to have the support of the 



women’s ministry for the Coffee Cafés on Monday morning.  We hope that Mothers will 
take advantage of the opportunity to meet and encourage each other.  

We do have a variety of yummy baked goods to order.  Our parents enjoyed them at the 
Mix & Mingle and in the car line last week.  With the holidays coming fast, we offer this 
chance to tuck some desserts away in your freezer to use later this season.  Contact the 
office if you are interested. 

Coming in October will be pumpkin patch visits, Open House evenings, fall photos with 
Kurt English of Creative Images, and our Fall Fest.  Our fall fest will be earlier this year, 
Oct. 21.  If you would like to help us with the games and fun, let us know.  Face painters 
are always needed!  We will also be starting to prepare for the Thanksgiving Feast in 
November.   If you haven’t seen the presentation of the First Thanksgiving from the 
perspective of 2-5 year olds in some time we invite you to come. 

Look for “Box Tops for Education” symbols on your favorite products. General Mills, 
Betty Crocker, Glad and Kleenex are just a few. We earn 10 cents for each symbol. You 
can put them in Joan’s mailbox in the conference room or turn them in at either preschool 
office. We appreciate your help!  

We would appreciate your prayers for this ministry and for the parents and children who 
come to this school during the week.  Many of our families do not attend a church and we 
want to be deliberate about showing Jesus to them.  We can only do that through the 
power of the Holy Spirit so pray for us.  Thank You! 

Coming Up in October 
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The children and teachers are all enjoying their Sunday school 
Bible lessons, which are presented through a variety of rotations.  
These include lesson time, computer lab, arts and crafts, music, 
and many practical, hands-on ways of learning from God’s Word 
about Jesus and His perfect ways.  Children’s church during the 
second service gives a Bible lesson each week with a variety of 
fun activities to reinforce their learning. 
 

For Friend Day on October 11th, the children will have special 
guests during the Sunday school hour from our SCC Youth 
Ministry who will come to share various ways they served Jesus in local missions.  This will give 
the children first hand accounts of how the “Ways of Jesus” are put into real and meaningful 
action.  There will be personal testimonies from some of our young leaders about what they did, 
who they reached with the Gospel of Jesus, and how they showed Christ’s love in service to 
others this past summer through Mission Jax.  There will be a regular Children’s Church lesson 
presented during the church hour.  Afterwards, the children will join their families in the FAB for 
our Friend Day church-wide dinner and fellowship.  We pray your 
children will be here, and that they will invite and bring their friends. 
 

We are still in need of volunteers during the Sunday school hour and 
the 11am service time.  If you would like to help, or if you have any 
questions about Children’s Ministry, please email Cheri 
cslmomof3@bellsouth.net or Bette chefbette@bellsouth.net  
 
Bette Smith & Cheri Lee 
Children’s Ministry Directors 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH - October  
  The Perfect Example 
10/4 The Way Jesus Loves John 4:1-30 
10/11 The Way Jesus Cares Luke 10:25-37 
10/18 The Way Jesus Forgives Mark 2:1-12 
10/25 The Way Jesus Serves John 13:1-17 
 
 

 

11am Children’s Church Schedule 
10/4     Alan & Heidy Weaver 
10/11   JP & Suzanne Zaiter 
10/18   Dave & Sally Montague 
10/25   Shawn Lee and Heather Heidenreich 

Infant/Toddler Nursery -- 11am Church Hour 
10/4         Julie Simmons &  Lizzy Slough,  
10/11 Leesa Gerald, Diana Sarama, Ashton Dumdei 
10/18 Kara Smith, Lauren & Alyssa McCarty 
10/25 Janice Torbett, Diane & Colleen Sercombe 

Pre-K Nursery – 11am Church Hour 
10/4 Amy Williams, Linda Lee 
10/18 Debi Lumley, Andrea Frisch 
10/25      Sharon Clark & Scher Guzzo 
10/11 Tracy Belcik, Taylor Dumdei 

Infant/Toddler Nursery - Sunday School 
10/4 Sheila Renna, Barb Rodriguez 
10/11 Regine Frisch, Linda Rowe 
10/18 Sonya Graham, Laura Hood 
10/25 Margie Rockenbach, Alisa Hinson 
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Pastor Appreciation Sunday 
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The Single Women's Fellowship is a group of women of all 
ages that meets once a month to pray for each other, share a meal, spend time in 
fellowship, enjoy various fun activities, and help others with service projects.  �

Our first meeting in September resulted in some exciting plans for the upcoming 
ministry year, as follows: �

Oct. 1 - dinner at the home of David & Tracy Belcik �

Nov. 5 - dinner at the parsonage with a service project to pack shoe boxes for 
local children of families in need. �

Dec. 3 - Christmas Party at the parsonage�

Jan. 10 - Baby Shower in Bardin Hall to benefit First Coast Women's Services�

Feb. (date TBD) - travel to Orlando with overnight stay  to visit the Holy Land 
Experience�

Mar. 4 - Plans are open - possibly a Dinner & Movie Night at the parsonage�

Apr. 8 - Dinner at parsonage and  "Hats & Hope" service project for local cancer 
patients�

May 6 - Dinner and fellowship at parsonage �

Jun 3 - Year-end picnic at home of Sally Scott 

To all women who are single, regardless of age, please join with us as we meet together 
in Christian fellowship.   You’ll enjoy a good meal  and fun evening, and participate in 
some very worthwhile projects.  We pray you’ll be e ncouraged to participate.  Please call 
for more information, or to let us know if you woul d like to join us. 

In His Service, 

Jan Youngs 

460-2655�



 
 

A  CHANCE  TO  WIN 
 

A  “FAMILY LIFE” 
 

“WEEKEND TO REMEMBER”    
conference package for 2 

 
 

If you are the parent of a Switzerland Community Church Preschool, Kindergarten, junior 
high, or Awana student, you may have a chance to win a weekend with your spouse,  

at a Family Life-“Weekend to Remember” Conference. 
 

The Conference will be held on June 4th, 5th, and 6th, 2010 
at the World Golf Village-Renaissance Resort. 

 
The prize includes the complete registration fee for one couple.  

(It does not include overnight accommodations) 
 

Just complete an entry ticket each time you attend the 
 

                                                  Coffee Café 
                                                                 Monday mornings 9:00am 
                                                                 Wednesday nights 6:00pm 
 
 

The drawing of the winning ticket will be in April,  2010. 



October 2009 SCC Calendar 
Regular Weekly Events, Times & Locations: 

Sundays:    7:30am  Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary  
 8:30am  Traditional Worship Service in Sanctuary 
 9:45am  Sunday school classes in various buildings (see listing in foyer) 

                    11:00am  Contemporary Worship Service in Sanctuary 
   5:00pm    Choir Practice for Christmas Cantata ~ Sanctuary 
       5:00 - 7:30pm  Youth Discipleship 5-6pm in Chapel / Open Gym 6-7:30pm in FAB 

 (NO Youth on Sunday, Oct 4th, due to Beach Baptisms) 
Mondays:  9:00am  Coffee Café for parents of students ~ Parsonage 
   7:00pm  Ladies’ Bible Study ~ E-1 

 7:00pm  “Read Through the Bible in a Year” ~ Campbells’ home; 2nd & 4th Mon; call 287-6886 
Tuesdays:       5:45 - 7:15am   Men’s Fraternity Breakfast & Bible Study ~ Bardin Hall 
   7:00pm  Elders’ Meeting (every other Tuesday) ~ Conference Room 

 7:00pm  High School Youth “Matt’s Party” in Chapel  7pm - 8:30pm  
Wednesdays:  8:00am  Ladies’ Prayer in Sanctuary 
    9:30am  Awana Cubbies ~ Education Building 

   9:30 & 10:00am  Ladies’ Bible Studies in E-1 and E-4 Education Bldg 
       6:00 - 7:45pm  Awana & Cubbies Pre-K thru 5th grade (starts Sept 9th) ~ Education Bldg 
   6:00pm  Adult Bible Study in Sanctuary 
   6:00pm  Coffee Café for parents of Awana & Youth students ~ Parsonage 
               6:15pm  Middle School Youth “Hurricane Andrew” in FAB & Chapel  

 7:00pm  Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary   
Thursdays:  7:00pm  College&Career Worship/Bible study @ home of David & Tracy Belcik (5:30 on Oct 8) 
Fridays:   6:30pm  Young Family Fellowship at Parsonage (except 1st Fridays) 

Special Events, Times & Locations: 
Thur 10/1   6:30pm  Single Women’s Fellowship dinner with College & Career at Belcik’s home 
Fri 10/2    7:00pm  Men’s Fellowship ~ 1st Friday Night Cook-out @ Bardin 
   7:00pm   “Girls’ Night Out”~Ladies Ministry Fellowship at Santioni’s Italian Restaurant 
Sun 10/4   9:45am    1st Discovery Class at Parsonage; other class dates & times to be determined. 
   4:00pm    BEACH BAPTISMS at St. Augustine Beach (maps in foyer) 
Mon 10/5   7:00pm  Missions Committee Meeting ~ Conference Room 
Thur 10/8   5:30pm    College & Career Fellowship meets at Belcik’s home for trip to beach; Justin 599-4518 
Fri 10/9   6:45pm  Middle School Youth to Murray Hill Theatre for Kaliyl Concert - RSVP w/Joseph  
Tue-Sat Oct 6-10 10am-4pm   “Paint the Region: The Bartram Trail” outdoor art festival at Alpine Groves Park 
Sun 10/11           FRIEND DAY - Special Panel Discussion in Sanctuary for all Sunday school classes; 
    Dinners in FAB at 11am & 12:15pm (after Sunday school & after 2nd service) 
    PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY!   
Mon 10/12    6:30pm  MOPS fellowship for moms & preschoolers ~ Parsonage  
Thurs 10/15  8:00am    Joyful Heirs departure to Orange City for River Cruise & Lunch; return mid-afternoon 
Sat 10/17      7:30 & 8:00am  Men’s Prayer in Sanctuary & Men’s Breakfast in Bardin Hall 
Sun 10/18 12:30pm   Housewarming for Linda Lee in Bardin Hall; to help re-stock kitchen after fire loss 
Sun 10/18   6:30pm   Russia Mission Team Report in Sanctuary of their Sept trip to Black Earth Region  
Tues 10/20   7:00pm   St. Aug Historical Society ~ Presentation of histories of Switzerland, FL ~ Bardin Hall 
Oct 21-25    Men of Young Families Fellowship ~ Hiking Trip to NC; see Scott or Joseph  
Tues 10/27  6:30pm  Council Meeting ~ E-1 
Tues 10/27  7:00pm    High School Youth ~ Bonfire (subject to weather conditions & J.Y’s ok!) 



 
1. Rachel Bosnyak 
 Carol Pullens 
2. Jake Allen 

Tammy Chevalier 
Earl Leach 

3. Fred Bible 
Dan Frisch 
Kevin Spargur 

4. Chase Barton 
5. Joseph Daniel 

Aaron Ferrell 
Dennis Stone 

6. ~ 
7. Faith Hinson 

Joan Sharkey 
Katherine Weaver 

8. Noah Jotanovic 
Jan Youngs 

9. Matthew Payez 
Charlene Robinson 

10. Jeremy Fairbanks 
Mick Robinson 
Hart Smith 

11. Anastasia Burkhart 
Danika Hofstra 
Tom Howle 
Tyler Kramer 
Eva Pollinger-Middleton 

12. Mark Charboneau 
13. Calvin Craven 

Skylar Fain 
Brennan Hicks 
Patsy Tansey 

14. Debbie Johnson 
Susan Martin 
Sarah Miller 

15. Scher Guzzo 
16. Ryan Campbell 

Michael Sharkey 
17. Sherry Brandel 

Chase Hancock 
Anne Pollinger-Van Horn 
Colleen Sercombe 
Bert Watson 

18. Christian Bailey 
Debbie Ferrell 
Tal Gerald 
Ed Ruder 
Darby Tansey 

19. Jack Hays, Jr. 
Brent Triebel 

20. ~ 
21. Ashton Dumdei 

Nicole Hilliard 
22. ~ 
23. Richard Hadfield 

Lisa Miller 
24. Caleb Huxford 
25. Brendan Leach 

Alek Schroeder 
Nathan Williams 

26. Lee Anderson 
Catie Gauger 
Darlene Hinson 
Lisa Kelley 
Devin Medeiros-Brachett 

27. Karla Anderson 
Joshua Belcik 
Ann Griffin 
Molly Pollinger 
Sherry Williams 

28. Mike Brown 
Jeanette Murphy 

29. Evelyn Lee 
30. Barbara Rodriguez 

Kyrianna Ross 
Mark Sarracino 
Haylee Smith 

31. Deanne Adams 
Jake Berry 
Mark Miller 
Britt Waldron 

 
 

 
 
 
 
“Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever! Amen.”   

                         Eph 3:20 
 

 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

10/08 Donna & Glenn Guzzo 
 
10/11 Laura & Billy Hood 
 
10/16 Julie & Greg Simmons 
 
10/19 Sylvia & Robert Rabb 
 
10/19 Linda & Jesse Rowe 
 
10/27 Katherine & Fred Bible 
 
10/28 Sharon & Brian Clark 
 
 

 

Please call the church office 
at 287-0330 if we missed 
your birthday or anniversary. 
 

October 2009 


