Pulpitch: Nov 200¢
“Ramblings about BS, MS, PhD,

Horse Manure, and Thanksgiving”

When | was in college, one of my good friends wasnart kid, named
Danny Moore. One day, | stood at the college noailpith Danny as he
opened a note from his father. Mr. Moore wroteaadrof caution to his son
— be careful with education because what you getnvdtl is done is “BS.”
And if you continue your education, you will justtgan MS (More of the
Same). And if you go for a PhD, it will just beiféd Higher and Dryer.” |
hadn’t thought of that moment for quite a while .ut bivo things happened
recently that brought this story to mind.

The first thing happened this week, Oct. 20. Mggowus daughter,
Elizabeth persevered to her degree in psycholdigyas a long road but she
finally reached her Bachelor of Science (BS). Hegree was still warm
when she started talking about pursuing her MS ¢nobthe same). Who
knows, perhaps it is all part of a “piled highedalryer” journey? So, |
remembered Mr. Moore’s words. Maybe | should @cautier. | am

proud of her and her perseverance.

Secondly, | ran across this story from New YorkyCiin 1900, there were
200,000 horses in New York City. They were useplib street cars,
coaches, and the wagons of the city. Did you ktiew a healthy horse can
produce 24 pounds of manure in an average day8 niéans that every

day, the horses of NYC produced 5 million poundsahure. It was
everywhere. It lined the streets, and some vdo&éhad manure stacked 60
feet high. Every day was More of the Same. It kept getting “Piled

Higher and Dryer.” Can you imagine?



So what'’s the big idea so far — maybe it coulddid that “there are some
things best not stacked and stored.” Some thiegsd spreading. No telling
what might grow ... a garden, a career, ...

There is one thing that is good when heaped up d tladay for it is
coming soon — Thanksgiving. You can’t be over-kiah The Bible says
to give thanks at all times for all things. So whige piles up against you,
or piles up in your favor, give thanks and spréadspeaking of thanks —
this has been an endless year of “piled” blessiiBgtween “my longevity
celebration on June 28,” a new home on June 1Pastbr Appreciation
Sunday on Oct. 18, | do have blessings MS and Ph&d(higher and
deeper). You guys have just heaped onto Bev anthengift of your love.
The only proper response is to spread Thanksgivikthankful heart
fertilizes life and grows multiplied blessings. €Tkind cards and rich gifts
warmed our hearts to this season. Happy ThankggivAnd | wish you
more of the same.

Pastor Wes




Reflections of the Trip to Russia

On September 8, 2009, Scott Campbell, Carol AtwBathnie Westhoff, Dave Przekwas, Bill
Francis, Joseph Smith, Mike Cassel and Wes Sloaghrted for Russia. This would be a trip of
laying foundations and making community connectiofer three of the travelers, this would be
their first trip to Russia. When all had returrsadely from their trip, they reflected on their ém
there. The three first-timers as well as one setraveler provided reflections of their time in
Russia. We wanted to share their thoughts with you

!
E
;

Bill Francis — “The trip to Russia was an opportunity for metep outside my comfort zone and
trust that God would use me however he saw fielp Fulfill his purpose over there. | was
reluctant at first but God spoke to me throughwisd one morning about three months prior to
the trip. | opened the bible and my eyes landeBRamans 1:5 which stated that “We have
received grace and apostleship to the obedientteedéithfor all nations for his name.” After
that moment, | was committed.

My whole experience in Russia was affirmation thatis meant to be there at that particular
time. Not only for personal interest but to sew l@&od could use me to serve in a capacity that
required more dependence and faith than what I'ratly comfortable with. During the
evening of the second day in Lipetsk, God put méénpath of a young man named Alex who
was relaxing in the local park with a beer in oaadhand a cigarette in the other. With the help
of my interpreter, | introduced myself and statti@éling to him. We talked over a couple of
hours through a range of topics from family, careetitical opinions to the reason | was there.
This led into the opportunity to share my testimatg gospel and the prayer of salvation which
I ended up writing down for him and signing. Afteead it to him through my interpreter, he
took no action except to fold it up and put it i Bhirt pocket and then said thank you. I'm
expecting great things from that moment becaus®WwkGod was involved.continued



Reflections of the Trip to Russia - continued

Bill Francis — continued— Two other notable events | believe God usedré&tch my faith and
fulfill his purpose at the same time was when | aslsed the night before to speak at the
Veterans center the next morning. The other wagtssked if | would give my testimony at
Pastor Vitalli’s church 10 minutes prior to thewsee. Not much time for prep, but God led me
through them both with positive results.

Overall, the trip was unforgettable. Passionadeymitted and thoughtful are three words |
would use to describe the vision and the peopfélifud) the vision via God’s grace and direction.
Please continue to pray for strong foundationd) kptritually and physically, to be built in and
around the Black Earth region of Russia.”

Carol Atwood- “The trip to Russia was one of the most wondexfperiences and greatest
blessings of my life. Our team worked with grewityiof spirit and felt God's presence and
protection, as well as your strong prayers, liftirsgup during the entire trip. Thank you,
Heavenly Father! What blessed and excited me mastthe opportunity to meet the Russian
people we had come to know and care for so deéig. photos and experiences of previous
SCC teams now took on dimension and personalityeawere able to work with the pastors and
their teams, visit their churches, stay in theimles, meet their families and meet new friends that
became very precious to us.

As well as lending our physical support, we werréhto encourage and observe so that we could
share with you the wonderful progress being madg g our brothers and sisters in the Black
Earth Region. Their love and passion for the Leomdork is evident in the new churches that are
being planted and built, the growth of their comgrtgons, the involvement of their youth and

their outreaches to rehab centers, nursing honesmhanages. Pastor Sergey Popov was so
very excited to share with us that there are nowat6llite churches around Tambov. Our
prayers, financial support and visits do make & irmportant difference to our church families in
the Black Earth Region. Slava Bogu!”

Joseph Smith- “Stepping off the plane for the 6th time in thether land was somewhat surreal.
This trip had a totally different feel for me besau was not in charge; | was simply there to do
what | was told and serve any way that | could, @nlge honest, it felt great! We spent the
majority of our time in Lipetsk encouraging andrpiministry along side the two men that the
Lord has placed there. Our team eventually smiit fwo units, the unit that | was with went to
the Rehab Center and then to Nova Voronezh. We algle to see the bigger picture of ministry
in the Black Earth Region. The Lord used this imipny life to reveal to me the true quality of
the work that He is doing in Russia. Our God esghme God and the ministry that we do
reflects the same attributes that God has so gleawkaled to us here at Switzerland Community
Church. 1 was able to develop relationships witirerpeople and leaders providing new
opportunities for student trips in the future. phayer is that the Lord would continue to reveal
Himself and send His Presence. Slava Bogu.”



Reflections of the Trip to Russia - continued

Bonnie Westhoff- “| had no expectations personally but stayechdpesee what the Lord had in mind. |
believe | was supposed to talk to a woman nameal Alhe was the wife of Vitally who had planted 18
churches in his city of Novovoronezh. When wevadi at their home, Alla knew English and that thetr
word for Bonnie meant beautiful. We took an instéde to one another and when | had to dash dfipk
her by the arms and said | like you so much. Siie $Me too. | hope you come back soon.” When |
returned | headed for the kitchen and asked Heratild watch her cook. Immediately she wantedtone
try her borscht soup and told me how to make fte then asked me how old | was and | told her $ite
followed with the question, “How does the Ameriagoman look so young?” | told her, “I know the
secret.” We both leaned toward each other fontagic words and | said, “We walk.” “Oh, she said,
couldn’t walk, | don't have time.” She explainedvirshe got up at 6:00 to get her three teenage dfbys
to school. Then, she said | cook. They have thigimeal in the middle of the day.

So | went in a different direction. | asked whia¢ glid in the church. She said she had music ¢&daca
and had a choir but the lady who was the lead sidigel and it fell apart. She said she taughtsbarto

play the guitar and he and about 10 others leadhipin their church. She also said that she had f
teenage girls that come to her for music lessahink that meant that they learn to sing from ibecause
she said they sang in church once. | asked if ée Christians and she said no. | asked if taage

from difficult home environments and she said yegnmediately told her that she had a great mipist

and how God had given her these girls to mentoraimg) to Christ. She had never looked at heezl|f
anything more than a servant. Isn't that how Gapieatest workers look at themselves? Anyway, when
left after spending such a short day with her wggeal and she said | am going to miss you so métie.
said you have been a great blessing to me. | krnmwmuch women need women. | believed God wanted
me to tell her that as a woman her ministry skiltkse so needed and that without her there woultbbe
music to worship our Lord in our church. I'm simer smile and love of everyone she greets at ctjusth
makes them melt and want to come again. We adoeedte through the e-mail so she could sharpen up
on her English writing skills. She was precious; time together was precious, God must love her so
much to send someone all the way from Switzerlaoch@unity Church to edify her.

What did | get out of the trip to Russia persorfalyhen Wes asked us to put our testimony togeither,
was a difficult time for me because | really hadalowed myself to grieve — | have just stayed bssyhat
| wouldn't be in the home alone. There | was logkback over my whole life and finding purposelin a
my experiences. My testimony became a story ofearch for love, God'’s love, and that when | foitnd
| wanted to share that love with my husband. Mstdand had three years saved and | knew how ditferen
that love was. So when we got to Boris’ churchkéiCassell who was sitting next to me said, “Lobk a
your audience. There are many women alone bec¢heséusbands don’t come to church with them.”
All of a sudden my heart went out to all those waméknow | cried through my whole testimony. And
as | looked out the women were crying too. Womame up afterward to tell me their testimonies tigiou
the interpreter. | ended my testimony by sayirag ttknew my life purpose was to go around the dorl
and tell everyone of God'’s love.”



Let's Make it a Really Festive Thanksgiving for Circle of Love!

On SundayNovember 15, 2009Ed and Betty Ruder, along with all the curresidents at their
Circle of Love ministry, will be visiting with usOur church has supported their ministry for
many, many years. Circle of Love has served tmedhess in the North Jacksonville area
through feeding, sheltering, clothing and ministgrihe Word of God for 28 years! We will host
a luncheon in their honor following the second smrv We hope you will be able to join us. We
know you will find time spent with them such a lsieg)!

We have learned they have needs for many itemelpothem continue their ministry. It would
be such a blessing if our church could give themyad these items. If you can help, please
bring any of the items listed below to the churebween now and November 15.

ITEMS NEEDED:

Food - vegetables (fresh, frozen or canned),
angel hair pasta, powdered milk, coffee and
sugar

Personal items for men- deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, soap and
combs/brushes

Paper products— toilet paper and paper
towels

Office supplies— copier paper, pencils/pens,
folders, notebooks and lined paper

Should you have any questions, please contact Bdloibinson at 260-4939.

Matthew 25: 35-4QToday’s New International Versipn 35 “For | was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty andgaue me something to drink, | was
a stranger and you invited me in, 36 | needed ektnd you clothed me, | was sick
and you looked after me, | was in prison and yaue#o visit me." 37 Then the
righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see yiungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink? 38 When did weyseea stranger and invite you in,
or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When didegeysu sick or in prison and go to
visit you?' 40 The King will reply, Truly | telfou, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, yddatime.”
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This month we will celebrate two holidays, thefficging Veterans Day on Wednesday Novembé&} and
of course Thanksgiving on Thursday, Novembé?. 28eterans Day falls on Wednesday this year, and
local schools and the church will honor all Veterdy observing this holiday and remaining closéée

will not have Awana that night either, so pleasekn@ur calendars and spend the evening with your
family doing something to observe the Holiday thgetto honor and benefit our veterans.

Likewise, we will not have club on Wednesday No&" th order for you to travel or make preparations fo
your Thanksgiving celebrations. This year has besy tough for many in our community, even many of
us here. Let’s try to remember the things that wéave to be Thankful for, whether they are targdal
intangible. If we truly look around us, many ofw#l find that there are many things/blessings tva

have to be thankful for ... our friends, familiespdl, a place to dwell, love, friendship, a lovingd3vho
cares for and about us, even in times when we reaypbet or mad at Him, for not understanding why
things are the way that they are. In the big p&ttie is still in control, though at times, to auntrained
eyes it does not look that way. His plan is peréexd as we see it unfold down the road, we will edm
see and recognize that fact. Though the road eamw dough to travel at the moment, let's keep gyase
focused on Him and be thankful for all that we @wédnas we watch His perfect plan unfold.

As a popular Christian radio station has been ancing lately, maybe we don’t need more to be Thank
for, maybe we just need to be more Thankful!

Mark your Calendars:

Nov. 4" -Trauma Night (Dress all bandaged up) as we l&whthere are no emergencies in heaven. (Dallmt
your children to use ketchup or any other itemsitaulate blood ... this is unnecessary, not to mengtinky!')
Nov. 11". — No Club (Veterans Day)

Nov. 18" — What are you Thankful for?
Nov. 25" — No Club (Thanksgiving Break)
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Announgoag....
Ladies Night Out for November 2009!

WhereThe Tree Steak MUOME UM!
11362 San Jose Blvd.
(Corner of San Jose Blvd. and Wandarin Rd)

W hen: FAicteay NN gttt NNoreidear 63, 200000
7 P.M.
Babysitting provided ddfo@dr.at 6:30

Please R DdrlehehSna@@nocasthaehet
By Tuesday, November 3
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We would like to invite our
Middle School Youth
to one crazy night of fun...

On Friday, November 13th, (after Family Fun in the FAB) we
will be staying up all night and spending it packed full of all
the fun stuff we love doing on the weekends. We will be
doing bowling, lazer tag, mini golf, go carts, capture the flag,
etc... Middle schoolers will get together at 8:15 pm, and will
continue until 7:00 am on Saturday the 14th. Parents will
need to pick up their kids at the time from the church. The
cost for the entire night is $45.00, which includes all the
activities for the night and main food. It does not include
extra snacks and other items that might be purchased. If
you think that your middle schooler would like to attend this
event, the money may be turned in to Joseph any time.
Parents with questions may contact Joseph for more
information. We really hope that every one of our students
will join us for this fun-filled night.

Contact Info:
Joseph Smith
iis sccy@bellsouth.net
904-287-0330 ext. 25




SCC MEN’S MINISTRY

MEN AT THE CROSS
NOVEMBER 6 & 7

Jacksonville - Fri. 6:30 PM — 10:30 PM, Sat. 8:15 A M -12:30 PM
Doors open: 5:00 PM Friday and 7:00 AM Saturday

at
First Baptist Church

Cost: $39 per adult; $10 per student (under 18)ewhecks to SCC
Contact:
Brian Lee at 669-447hclee@sjso.0rg
Justin Young 599-4518ustin@jc-ministries.com
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November 2009 SCC Calendar

Regular Weekly Events, Times & Locations:

Sundays: 8:30am Traditional Worship Servic8amctuary

9:45am Sunday school classes in various buildisgs listing in foyer)

11:00am Contemporary Worshgpvige in Sanctuary
5:00pm Choir Practice for Christmas Cantaganctuary
5:00 - 7:30pm  Youth Discipleship 5-6pm ihapel / Open Gym 6-7:30pm in FAB

Mondays: 9:00am Coffee Café for parents of sttelerParsonage

7:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study ~ E-1

7:00pm “Read Through the Bible in a Year” ~ Caslf#) home

(2nd & 4th Mondays of each month - call 287-6886iffo)

Tuesdays: 5:45 - 7:15am Men'’s Fraternitgdikfast & Bible Study ~ Bardin Hall

7:00pm Elders’ Meeting (every other Tuesdag)onference Room

7:00pm High School Youth “Matt’s Party” in Chap&pm - 8:30pm
Wednesdays 8:00am Ladies’ Prayer in Sanctuary

9:30am Awana Cubbies ~ Education Building

9:30 & 10:00am Ladies’ Bible Studies in E-1 &hd Education Bldg
6:00 - 7:45pm Awana & Cubbies Pre-K thra tade (starts Sept 9th) ~ Education Bldg
6:00pm Adult Bible Study in Sanctuary
6:00pm Coffee Café for parents of Awana & Yostidents ~ Parsonage
6:15pm Middle School Youth “Hwaine Andrew” in FAB & Chapel

7:00pm Praise Team Practice in Sanctuary

Thursdays: 7:00pm College & Career Worship/Bgilely @ home of David & Tracy Belcik

Fridays: 6:30pm Young Family Fellowship at Paege (except 1st Fridays)
(NOTE: NO Children’s ministry or Youth programs Veteran's Day 11/11 & week of Thanksgiving)

Special Events, Times & Locations:

Sun 11/1 3:00pm  St. Augustine Community Orataefsee concert ~ Sanctuary

Mon 11/2 7:00pm Missions Committee Meeting ~ féoence Room

Thur 11/5 6:30pm Single Women'’s Fellowship #saand Christmas shoe box project at RuthAnn’s home
Fri 11/6 6:30-10:30pm Men at the Crossriat First Baptist Church, Downtown Jacksonville

6:30/7:00pm “Girls’ Night Out"~Ladie&ellowship at The Tree Steak House (babysittin§G€)
Sat 11/7 8:15 - 12:30pm Men at the CrosniEat First Baptist Church, Downtown Jacksonville

Mon 11/9 6:30pm MOPS fellowship for moms & piesolers ~ Parsonage

Tues 11/10 10:30am Joyful Heirs departure to Walf Village for lunch at CaddyShack & Imax movie
Wed 11/11 VETERAN'S DAY HOLIDAY ~ Offices Closefl NO Wednesday Programs
Fri 11/13 6:30pm Family Fun Day ~ FAB

Sat 11/14 11:00am Wedding Shower to honor @haisiolmes and Wes Allen ~ Bardin Hall
Sun 11/15 12:30pm Circle of Love Luncheon in Batdall

Sun 11/15 6:30pm Becca Davis presentation: “Seels His Invisible Children” in Sanctuary
Mon 11/16 11:15am Living Waters Thanksgiving gfeon & Feast ~ Sanctuary & FAB

Tue 11/17 11:15am Living Waters ThanksgivinggPam & Feast ~ Sanctuary & FAB

Tues 11/17 6:30pm Council Meeting ~ E-1

Sat 11/21  7:30 & 8:00am Men'’s Prayer in Saaigt & Men'’s Breakfast in Bardin Hall

Sat 11/21 10am - 2pm “Boxes of Lovefikries of Thanksgiving meals to local families

Sun 11/22 6:30pm  Bonnie Westhoff and Costa Riission Team Report in Sanctuary

Thur 11/26 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY ~ Offices Close@ NO ministry programs this week



NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

1.
2.

3.

© o

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Kyra Edwards
Dean Chambers
Kyler Voeltz

Matt Braasch
Chad Corbitt
Brian Green
Jeffrey Yarnell
Jennifer Howle
Rachel Miller
Haskell Wright
Terri Etzkorn
Melissa Wiggins
Vince Blake
Heather Chandler
Jorge Lorenzo
Sam Matthews
Anna Leigh Nieman
Melissa Robinson
Jody Smith

Zach Tindell
William Wilber, Sr.
Brittany Hayward
Pedro Roch

Greg Simmons
Tiffany Walthour
Sunny Babani
Heather Bennett
Richard Hornbrook
Savanna Parker
Claire Weaver
Ben Gauger
Grant Gundersen
Shelly Kurland
Diana Little

Taylor Shepherd
Samantha Shepherd
Avi Mizrachi
Helen Ross

Ralph Chappell
Bette Smith

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

Michelle Goshorn
Bonnie Westhoff
Diana Sarama
Abby Hinson
Autumn Horne
Dick Davis

Don Hinson
Austin Proefrock
Macon Tyrrell
Heidy Weaver
Polly Smith
Heather Belcik
Carol Lynn Gibson
Sonya Graham
Laura Peers
Julie Simmons
John Michael Hinson
Justin Lee
Michael Cassette
Tori Struble
Alma Jones

Sara C. Lee
Aiden Murphy
Russ Weeks
Kyessa Groce
Kim Morgan
Sherry Wright

Chelsey Beck
Tess Hilton
Sonya Polke
Stan Wright
Noah Cellura
Hannah Hinson
Janet Riner
Justin Blalock
Chris Moss
Kim Waldron
Jenifer Wolcott

ANNIVERSARIES

11/2 Kim & Bruce Wiggins
11/7 Bette & Jim McVeigh
11/12 Tracy & David Belcik
11/15 Annette& Clint Blalock
11/15 Terri & Jim Etzkorn
11/18 Stacey & Mark Dumdei
11/24 Diana & Chris Sarama

“Be joyful always; pray
continually; give thanks in
all circumstances, for this is
God's will for you in Christ
Jesus.”

| Thess. 5:16-18

Please call the church office 287-0330 if wasad your birthday or anniversary. Thank you.



